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City homes designed by top European architects 

· Winners of an international competition to design cutting-edge housing in Stoke-on-Trent have been announced.

· Architectural practice RCKa has been named winner of the prestigious, biennial Europan design competition - the world’s largest housing and urban design competition for young architects. 

· The aim is that RCKa’s innovative ideas will help attract new residents to the city, by providing better homes and setting the highest standards for new development in other areas.

· Europan is promoted in England by the Commission for Architecture and the Built Environment (CABE), the Government’s adviser on the built environment. 

· 2.29 hectares of land off Lichfield Street is one of three English sites put forward by CABE, and one of 73 sites in 22 countries chosen for the competition. 

· RCKa’s winning concept is called City Slipway, because it makes the most of City Waterside’s unique position and includes a central public route down to the canal. 

· An iconic 17-storey building and a 21st century version of terraced housing are part of a residential development of 235 homes, including apartments, town houses and family-sized homes.  

· City Waterside is supported by RENEW North Staffordshire, national regeneration agency English Partnerships, Stoke-on-Trent City Council, the Housing Corporation, British Waterways, North Staffordshire Regeneration Zone and Beth Johnson Housing Association. 

· The RCKa team will now be invited to work with RENEW North Staffordshire and its partners to progress the City Slipway concept and create a scheme that can be developed over the next few years. 
· Milton Keynes and Sheffield were the other two UK cities involved in the Europan 9 competition.  


£1.1 million facelift well underway for Middleport

· A £1.1m project to give a facelift to almost 100 terraced houses in Stoke-on-Trent is underway.

· 81 older properties in the Ellgreave Street area are to benefit from a home improvement scheme, launched in November as part of RENEW North Staffordshire’s programme to make run-down neighbourhoods more attractive and popular places to live.  
· Already, properties in Newport Street have benefited from a range of improvements, including the repair and replacement of roofs, front windows and doors, porch canopies, boundary walls, masonry and rendering, guttering and paintwork. 

· Work is progressing, weather permitting, and is expected to be complete by the end of March. 

· RENEW North Staffordshire is funding the work after detailed surveys asked local people how they wanted the area to be improved. 

· The scheme is being delivered by Inspired Developments and the Midland Heart housing group, RENEW’s lead developer and housing association partner in the Middleport and Burslem area, and contractor Seddon, with assistance from Stoke-on-Trent City Council. 

· Recently, residents in the area were also consulted on environmental improvements that will complement the work on the houses. 

· After a series of interactive consultation events led by Groundwork Stoke-on-Trent, residents’ views will be collated and a landscape architect will draw up some initial plans. 
· Further feedback from residents will inform a final design for the environmental improvements, which could include enhanced planting or seating areas.    
· When completed, the home and environmental improvements will help improve the overall impression of the area and restore confidence in the area for both existing and new residents as well as visitors.
CPOs underway in Weston Heights and Middleport

· The regeneration and redevelopment of two RENEW priority areas has moved forward, with two separate compulsory purchase orders (CPOs) actioned by Stoke-on-Trent City Council. 

· In Weston Heights (formerly Coalville), where developer Compendium is working with RENEW on the £55 million renewal of the estate, CPOs are needed to proceed with later phases of the scheme. 

· And there has been a provisional decision to pursue a CPO for land and interests in the Slater Street area of Middleport. If this decision is confirmed, a legal notice will be sent to everyone with land and interests in the area. This is likely to happen by mid-March. 

· Publication of the notice allows owners to make representations to the Secretary of State for Communities and Local Government and a possible public inquiry.

RENEW pledges to record heritage of oatcake shop

· RENEW North Staffordshire has responded to concerns that the heritage of an oatcake shop is to be lost because of clearance. 

· The ‘Hole in the Wall’ oatcake shop is included in the Dresden Street clearance area, where there are serious problems of subsidence, poor housing conditions and lack of demand. 

· RENEW recognises the Hole in the Wall shop as an important piece of heritage and is exploring ways to preserve it. That could be by preserving just the building frontage, or through a community art project or a film. 

· RENEW has funded a number of other community art projects as part of area regeneration, including the current Place, Space, Identity, project. 

· The oatcake shop is among many businesses that RENEW is relocating because of clearance and redevelopment. A package of support is available for business owners, to help them to find alternative premises.

For further information
Please contact RENEW North Staffordshire team on 01782 232024 or see www.renewnorthstaffs.gov.uk.

Local Street Rep Briefing (January 2008)
Collins & Aikman Development – Extra Care
If you would like to find out more about the scheme please contact Suzie King at Aspire Housing on 01782 854904.  If you would like to register your interest in or find out more about the shared ownership apartments please contact Parwin Khaliq on 01782 854738.
Befriending Service 

Age Concern North Staffordshire is looking for befriending volunteers who may be able to spend as little as 1 or 2 hours a week providing a friendly face and social contact.  This is part of a new support service for older people being re-housed under RENEW Housing Market Renewal Programme affecting the Knutton/Lower Milehouse/Cross Heath Area of Major Intervention.  The new scheme will provide befriending support and information as residents settle into their new homes.

This new service will be up and running early in 2008, and will provide up to 12 months’ support for each resident taking part in the scheme  If you know anybody who might be interested in learning more about this opportunity, please ring Paula Lawton for a chat on 01782 200727.  

Knutton Terraces Heritage Works
Working in partnership with and funded by RENEW and Newcastle Borough Council, Christopher Taylor Design Ltd held an open day at the NMP Office on Saturday 17 November 2007 for the residents of 6 streets in Knutton Village (Lawson Terrace, Cemetery Road, Nash, Peake, Chapel and Gordon Streets).  Residents were shown the proposal of reinstating the historic architectural character to as many terraced streets as possible by offering residents/owners replacement heritage windows, doors, rainwater goods, decorative chimney pots and other original historic architectural detail at no direct cost to themselves.
Letters and detailed Work Schedules have started going out to residents. 
Christopher Taylor Design are meeting with the contractors, Frank Halsam Milan again on 11 January to discuss start on site arrangements etc., before going back to residents again.
Newsletters
Issues of newsletters “Pathfinder Press” and “New Beginnings” newsletters were recently delivered to all households in the neighbourhood  in December 2007 and January 2008.  We are checking that every household has received a copy – have you received both?
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