August 2007
Monthly Knutton Cross Heath Street Rep Briefing for             Knutton
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1.  Clearance Programme
Phase 1.   39 out of 126 households have been re-housed (total 166 props to be cleared). 
Phase 2.   Letter to St Bernards (evens side) Residents (enclosed)

2.  LIFT and Extra Care
NBC have a mind not to object to Planning Permission

3.  Sports Village
Feasibility Study completed

4.  Lead Developer News
9/8/07 - Community Steering Group Communications  Sub-group met to work on a Key message statement for group.
North Staffs Construction Employment Centre Leaflet.
5.  Environmental Improvements Projects reaching next stage in Knutton
The projects in Knutton which have been provisionally approved within the available budget to go out to wider consultation:-  
· Railings at school crossing - Church Lane
· Gates between houses - parts of Moran Road/Camillus Road/Arthur Street
· Alley gates - Cemetery Road/ Children Centre
· Reinstate fencing at playground - Knutton Lane/Arthur Street  

· Secure parking area between Knutton Lane/Camillus Road
· Provide gates between houses - St Bernards Road (odd numbers)
· New railings at Youth Centre - High Street
· Individual driveways - Stanton Close
Consultation is currently underway with all the households directly affected by each scheme, to determine whether or not individual projects should proceed. A number of the other proposals put forward will be included as part of the Public Realm Strategy for Knutton Village, which has separate funding allocated for 2007-8.

Recently we held a day for street reps to come together and reflect on how we’d done so far, a report is available please contact Laurence. One of the things that did emerge is that we need to push on towards our goal of attracting at least one rep for every street in our area, around 80 in total.

With this in mind we will be using the month of September to focus on recruiting more reps and hopefully boost our numbers up significantly. If you know of friends or neighbours who might be interested then please pass their details on to us here at the Pathfinder Office. 611033.

VILLAGE FARM

We have now offered the position of Project Manager, initially for a year, to the successful candidate after interviews took place on 31st July 2007. This means shortly we will have somebody in place to co-ordinate things and hopefully to publicise the project and attract increased funding. Some money has been granted from RENEW to help with the biodiversity work and attracting and retaining wildlife on the site. It is expected that some planting and growing of vegetables on site should be visible within the next 3 months, and then we will be pursuing plans to erect the buildings needed.

BRITAIN IN BLOOM

People often remark that a splash of colour and flowers and plants can help to uplift the look and feel for an area. For a number of years local residents have sought to do just that by entering their particular area into the Britain in Bloom event, usually judged in mid July. This year we had 2 entries, John Street Community Garden and the Meadows Estate. Perhaps you would like help to enter this competition next year ? Please let us know we’d be happy to help and assist where we can.

FUNDING WORKSHOP

One of the constant needs of small groups is how and where to get funding from. Last year we ran a half-day workshop to help people access funding and actually fill forms in on the day, this resulted in awards of around £5,000 being made to various groups in this area. We are looking to put this advice and information session on again, probably joining in with other partners, to help point you in the right place to receive funding for your ideas. Please contact Ged to express your interest, this is likely to take place in early October 2007.
