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North Staffordshire

changing places: transforming lives




PARTNERS’ BRIEFING

News update from RENEW North Staffordshire

and its partners in housing market renewal

JULY / AUGUST 2007

URBAN SPLASH APPOINTED TO CITY WATERSIDE SITE

Urban Splash, the UK's leading regeneration specialist, has been appointed by RENEW North Staffordshire to lead the landmark transformation of a key part of City Waterside.

Under the development agreement for a 4.6 hectare (11.4 acre) signed between RENEW North Staffordshire and Urban Splash, the company will:

· work with the winning design from the Europan 9 international architecture competition for cleared land off Lichfield Street

· refurbish and redevelop the Victorian Bridgewater Pottery factory 

· refurbish and redevelop the vacant Victorian Joiners Square Primary School

· develop new housing and commercial uses on vacant land between the new Waterside Primary School and the Caldon Canal.

The whole site will be developed with a mix of housing, business space, leisure and retail uses. It will develop its own identity as a distinctive and high-quality residential "quarter", within easy reach of the Stoke-on-Trent city centre.

High quality contemporary architecture and open spaces will create a new sense of place and highlight the new role for this area. New businesses such as restaurants and bars could be developed in the Bridgewater Pottery. The old school may be developed for small scale offices and studio spaces.

Urban Splash will now lead a competition to choose masterplanners who will develop a detailed vision for the whole site. The selection is expected in the autumn. 

A planning application for the first phase of development is expected in early 2008, with work beginning on the ground after summer 2008.

Hardial Bhogal, director of RENEW North Staffordshire, said: "We are delighted to have appointed Urban Splash for this flagship regeneration project."

Bill Maynard, manager director of Urban Splash (Liverpool), said: "In Liverpool, Manchester and Birmingham, Urban Splash has been at the forefront of the regeneration process and now we want to do the same in Stoke-on-Trent

"Working with RENEW North Staffordshire and its partners we will create a new quarter for Stoke-on-Trent that will be a superb environment for people to live, meet, work and enjoy themselves."

MINISTER VISITS REGENERATION SITES
Baroness Andrews, the Parliamentary Under Secretary of State for Communities and Local Government, visited Stoke-on-Trent recently to see progress on the housing market renewal programme.

She was taken on a coach tour to see how RENEW North Staffordshire is working in partnership with other agencies and local people to help breathe new life into neighbourhoods, including City Waterside, Burslem and Middleport.  

Baroness Andrews then met Stoke-on-Trent elected mayor, Mark Meredith, RENEW North Staffordshire chair Peter Bounds, and other politicians and officials at the Burslem School of Art.

The visit was organised by Joan Walley, MP for Stoke-on-Trent North, and RENEW North Staffordshire.

The event was aimed at helping to inform the Government about success of regeneration in North Staffordshire, and the continuing challenges the area faces. The minister responded positively and with enthusiasm for the work of RENEW and its partners. 

Baroness Andrews was also briefed about the creation of the new North Staffordshire Regeneration Partnership, which is leading economic and social regeneration.

Baroness Andrews was urged to continue the Government’s support for RENEW North Staffordshire in its coming bid for funding in the period 2008/11.

HERITAGE RENOVATIONS TO MAKE TERRACES MORE POPULAR

The work of a renowned brick manufacturer is to form the centrepiece of an innovative £1.1m project to renovate old terraced houses and improve the local environment.

Damaged decorative brickwork and tiles on 45 houses in Knutton, Newcastle-under-Lyme, are to be restored and replaced by RENEW North Staffordshire, the housing market renewal pathfinder, under the guidance of English Heritage.

The properties are among 195 terraced houses in the John Street and Cemetery Road area that were used to showcase the work of the local brick manufacturer John Nashe Peake between 1843 and 1939. 

The work to restore the distinctive façades of the properties will use bricks and materials that complement and enhance the original features. Other features such as chimney pots, doors and windows will also be restored, where appropriate.

The streets were among those identified as being of heritage value in the recent heritage characterisation study of North Staffordshire. A detailed study of 195 properties in the John Street and Cemetery Road area then identified the 45 properties to be restored.

The improvements are in line with the Knutton and Cross Heath masterplan which was supported by the community following extensive consultation in 2005/6.

The heritage restoration will be complemented by £550,000 other work to improve the environment in the village centre of Knutton through work such as installing alleygates to deter anti-social behaviour, and creating wildlife habitats through community gardens.

Aspire Housing, RENEW's partner housing association, will contribute a further £100,000 towards small scale environmental improvements. Other partners including Staffordshire County Council and Newcastle Borough Council will also be contributing to the improvements.

TENANTS TO SEE THE LIGHT IN NEW ECO HOMES
The latest eco technologies will transform six terraced properties in Newcastle into 21st century homes. 

The properties, in the Chesterton general renewal area, are to be remodelled into flagship ‘eco homes’, incorporating innovations such as passive solar energy and grey water recycling.  

The buildings will be redesigned internally to create maximum space and light through the use of design features including glass atriums, and will be at least Level 3 compliant with the Code for Sustainable Homes.
The £1 million project is being funded by Newcastle Borough Council and RENEW North Staffordshire.  Staffordshire Housing Association and Axis Design Consultancy, whose proposals were selected from several put forward, will undertake the work.
SIR STAN HOUSE BOUGHT BY RENEW NORTH STAFFORDSHIRE

The terraced house where footballing legend Sir Stanley Matthews was born has been bought by RENEW North Staffordshire and Beth Johnson Housing Association.

Their bid secured the two-bedroom house, in Seymour Street, at auction recently for £65,000. 

The property is part of the Seymour Street area of City Centre South where an innovative project to renovate and remodel older terraced properties is currently underway. 

RENEW North Staffordshire and Beth Johnson, the housing association partner for City Centre South, will now consider the best way to renovate and improve the property.

Sir Stanley, CBE, was born in the house in 1915 and practised his football skills in the back yard before going on to play professionally for Stoke City, Blackpool and England. Its history is recognised by a plaque outside that reads “Sir Stanley Matthews: Footballer and Gentleman”.

GREEN ACCOLADE FOR CITY WATERSIDE HOUSING
New housing development in City Waterside has proved its ‘green’ credentials. 

Almost 140 homes at City Waterside’s first new housing site have been awarded EcoHomes status after being certified by BRE - the Building Research Establishment. 

Built by Redrow, the one and two-bedroom houses at the Pavilion Lock  development scored ‘Excellent’ on the EcoHomes rating, making the development one of just 100 schemes across the UK to achieve the top rating.


The Pavilion Lock properties combine modern methods of construction, communal heating systems, and shared public space to reduce costs and maximise space efficiency. When the development was launched, more than 300 people queued to snap up a property. 

City Waterside is being promoted by a partnership of national regeneration agency English Partnerships, housing market renewal pathfinder RENEW North Staffordshire, Stoke-on-Trent City Council, British Waterways, the Housing Corporation and economic development agency the North Staffordshire Regeneration Zone.

HAVE YOUR SAY

Please contact the RENEW North Staffordshire team on 01782 232024 if you have any comments or questions, or see www.renewnorthstaffs.gov.uk.
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