[image: image2.jpg]) - £ renew -
Partners’ Briefing 7 e





JUNE 2008

MINISTER SUPPORTS RENEW OVER PLANS FOR NEW HOMES

RENEW North Staffordshire has welcomed local government minister Hazel Blears’ decision to back Stoke-on-Trent City Council’s stance over plans for a housing development between Tunstall and Burslem.

The city council rejected a proposal by Barratt Homes to build 278 homes on land off Scotia Road, saying it would damage citywide regeneration plans. 

Council planners feared the extra development would be in competition with other new housing being built by as part of RENEW North Staffordshire plans to regenerate nearby Burslem and Middleport.

Barratt took its fight for permission to build the houses to appeal, and following an appeal hearing in February, government inspector Christine Thorby ruled that the development would benefit the area's economy and recommended it was given the go ahead.  

But Ms Blears, Secretary Of State for Communities And Local Government, disagreed and instead backed the council's argument that the extra houses would take people and development opportunities away from regeneration areas.

In her report, she said that although the site falls outside RENEW’S designated target areas, she is not as confident as the inspector about the significance of the indirect economic and social benefits of the proposal. She considers the proposal would compete with the development of targeted, priority regeneration sites within the Burslem Area of Major Intervention.

The minister’s decision has been welcomed by RENEW, because it means that construction activity can be focused on its priority areas of the city. The ruling demonstrates support from the top of government for RENEW’s strategy to focus development in the areas that will benefit the most.

If the appeal had been granted there would be a huge precedent for other developers to come forward to develop sites outside the priority areas, and that would undermine work there now and in the future.

RENEW HAS A HEATH CHECK

A mid-term evaluation of RENEW North Staffordshire’s regeneration programme is currently being undertaken by SQW – a leading independent consultancy that analyses social and economic development. 

The work includes a ‘bottom-up’ assessment based on case studies of projects that are being delivered in neighbourhoods throughout Stoke-on-Trent, and a systems and processes ‘health-check’, looking at the efficiency and effectiveness of project appraisal and programme management and monitoring.  

An initial evaluation was carried out in January last year, which assessed RENEW’s programme from a ‘top-down’, strategic perspective. 

When the Audit Commission carried reviewed the 2008/11 Business Plan, it recommended that a second stage evaluation be carried out.  

SQW’s work to date concludes that the RENEW programme has brought success in ‘securing strategic added value’ by helping to create effective partnerships between organisations and maximising links between their activities. 

A report is being prepared on the actions to be taken in response to SQW’s recommendations.  

EXTRA CARE SCHEME IS EXEMPLAR

A new extra care housing development in Newcastle-under-Lyme is being held up as an example of best practice in partnership working.

Mill Rise - a unique development combining 60 apartments for the over 55s and a state-of-the-art health centre in the same building - is the first new build project to take place within RENEW North Staffordshire’s area of major intervention at Knutton and Cross Heath.  

The scheme has been developed in consultation with local communities and has involved eight partner organisations. Prima, the Local Improvement Finance Trust (LIFT) for the North Staffordshire area, has developed the scheme on behalf of Aspire Housing and North Staffordshire Primary Care Trust. RENEW’s local knowledge of the housing market and groundwork with communities in Knutton and Cross Heath provided vital support for the project.

Other partners in the scheme include Newcastle-under-Lyme Borough Council, Staffordshire County Council, national regeneration agency English partnerships and the Housing Corporation.

Prima highlighted the project at a Community Health Partnerships event in London recently, which aimed to raise awareness of the community benefits of innovative LIFT projects. 

Mill Rise provides modern homes alongside communal and public spaces, a restaurant, café, bar and hair salon. The development offers residents the opportunity to continue living independently – with their own front door – and gives them, and the local community, easy access to a wider range of primary care services than ever before. 

The Milehouse Primary Care Centre has accommodation for three general practices and facilities for physiotherapy, NHS dental services, chiropody, podiatry, phlebotomy, chronic disease management, outpatient clinics, medical training and a pharmacy. Space can also be booked for use by local community and voluntary groups.

Progress on the development is already underway – the steel framework is in place and the project is well on track for completion in the spring of next year. 

The scheme also captured the imagination of local school children, who have recently been helping lay the foundations of Mill Rise.  Pupils from St Mary’s CE Primary School have visited the site and also prepared items to be included in a time capsule that will be buried there. 

AFFORDABLE HOMES PROJECT ALMOST COMPLETE
	


A project that aims to offer more housing choice for people affected by clearance programmes is almost complete.

Just three homes are still available for shared-ownership in a Beth Johnson Housing Association refurbishment project, funded by RENEW North Staffordshire and the Housing Corporation.  

Ten properties in the City Centre South area were completely refurbished inside and out as part of a scheme to provide affordable housing options for people who have to move as part of RENEW’s regeneration programme.  

Refurbishments included new kitchens, bathrooms and windows. They also included a range of energy saving improvements, such as high efficiency boilers, new electrics with energy saving light bulbs, water saving measures and insulation – all aimed at reducing fuel consumption and heating bills for the occupants. 

The three remaining properties are available through Homebuy, a shared ownership scheme for people who want to get their foot on the property ladder, but who may only be able to obtain a small mortgage. Suitable candidates are able to purchase 50 percent of the Beth Johnson owned property initially, with the option to buy 100 per cent after one year. The average 50 per cent share is £35,000 with a low, monthly rent charged on the remainder. 

Beth Johnson Housing Association has been involved in the process of helping to re-house residents who have moved out of areas undergoing regeneration in Stoke-on-Trent, providing affordable housing options and offering advice on Homebuy schemes and rented properties in the area.

The scheme is just one of a wide range of affordable housing options supported by RENEW, to help homeowners affected by clearance into new homes.

SHAPING THE FUTURE OF MEIR

Residents of the Meir area of Stoke-on-Trent are getting involved in shaping the future of the area. They were invited to have their say on what happens in their neighbourhood during the next decade and beyond, at a series of local meetings held recently. 

RENEW North Staffordshire and regeneration partners including the Great Places Housing Group, hosted ideas-sharing sessions on issues including housing, roads, public facilities and shops. 

Local people were encouraged to give their views and share their ideas with development partners, and an exhibition bus also toured the estate. 

RENEW is currently putting together a long-term plan, the area regeneration framework, aimed at creating better housing and amenities, more choice of places to live for rent and to buy. 

FLAGSHIP RETIREMENT VILLAGE OPENS

A flagship example of modern housing for older people has opened in Meir. The centre is an integral part of the regeneration of the estate. 

As well as 75 apartments for the over-55s, Rowan Village boasts a gym, a shop, hair salon, restaurant, gardens and carers to suit the needs of each individual resident.

The development is owned and run by Staffordshire Housing Association. It was funded by Stoke-on-Trent City Council, the Housing Corporation, West Midlands Regional Health Authority and the Department of Health, with a contribution from RENEW North Staffordshire.
OPEN DAY FOR COALVILLE RESIDENTS 

Wet and windy weather didn’t deter people who wanted to find out more about the £55 million regeneration of Stoke-on-Trent’s former mining estate, Coalville.  

Staff from RENEW North Staffordshire, Stoke-on-Trent City Council and the CITIZENS Advice Bureau were on hand at Saturday’s community event, organised by the Compendium Group to give people chance to learn more about the ongoing regeneration of the estate.  

A steady stream of visitors - both local and from further afield - came to view a new show home that was opened for the first time.  

Compendium is the development company set up by affordable housing specialist Lovell and the Riverside Group, which is carrying out the regeneration of the former mining estate as part of the RENEW North Staffordshire programme. 

REGENERATION UNDER THE SPOTLIGHT

Plans for the future of Knutton and Cross Heath came under the spotlight recently at events organised by RENEW North Staffordshire’s housing partner in the area, Aspire Housing.

More than 160 people from the area attended two information sessions, at Knutton and Ramsey Road community centres. The events were organised to inform residents about the work the company is preparing to carry out over the next three years in partnership with RENEW, including an estate enhancements and a clearance programme.

The clearance programme will conclude action in Lower Milehouse and include action in the Charter Road area of Cross Heath, and four properties in St Bernards Road.  Each site will provide the opportunity for future mixed tenure developments.   
The event gave residents the opportunity to see the plans, and find out about issues that affect them directly. Support was also available for families affected by clearance. Aspire officers were pleased that so many people braved foul weather to find out about the regeneration plans, which were generally well received. 

Aspire Housing plans to introduce a ‘Decency Plus’ standard to its home improvements programme, which will include work such as off road parking facilities, patios, fencing/boundary treatments, landscaping, security alarms and lighting.

CHURCHILL SITE TO BE DEVELOPED

A cleared pottery factory will be transformed into a new neighbourhood with 167 new homes.  

Stoke-on-Trent City Council recently approved plans by Bloor Homes for 38 apartments and 129 three, four and five-bedroom detached, semi-detached and terraced houses, at the site of the former Churchill Pottery, off Waterloo Road, Cobridge. 


The new development is a major part of RENEW North Staffordshire’s plans to regenerate the Cobridge area. It follows extensive consultation with the local community over a masterplan for the area.
HAVE YOUR SAY

Please contact the RENEW North Staffordshire team on 01782 232024 if you have any comments or questions, or see www.renewnorthstaffs.gov.uk.
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