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PARTNERS’ BRIEFING

News update from RENEW North Staffordshire

and its partners in housing market renewal

JUNE 2007

£450,000 ESTATE IMPROVEMENTS PLANNED

RENEW North Staffordshire is to invest £450,000 in Meir during 2007/08 for environmental improvements.

Local people will be asked over the coming months for their views on the best way to improve the appearance of the estate and make it a more attractive place to live.

RENEW North Staffordshire has earmarked £4.5m for work in the area over 2006/08.

Meir has a large amount of open green space but much of it is currently in need of environmental improvement, as unfortunately the current design of and access to these open spaces means they are difficult to maintain and vulnerable to fly-tipping and other anti-social behaviour. Meir also has a network of rear alleyways and pathways that have over recent years become a magnet for anti social behaviour and environmental damage.

The Meir masterplan suggested making much better use of the greenspace and creating a network of green routes through the estate to lead to the surrounding open countryside. 

Now the first steps are to take place to make this happen. Work will depend on what that local community wants to see, but it may include:

· improving the quality of paving and footways

· improving foothpaths so they are feel safe to use

· improving the quality of and width of roads 

· traffic calming

· creating off-street car parking

· creating new uses on green space, such as play areas, community gardens or sports pitches

· installing alley gates to stop anti-social behaviour.

The environmental work will be expected to complement the regeneration already underway in Meir. This includes the opening next year of a £10m new “extra care” supported housing complex for older people off South Walk; and the Crescent Primary School and children’s centre in Pinewood Crescent, which have opened within the past two years.

A programme of community consultation on the improvements will be led by Great Places Housing Group, RENEW North Staffordshire’s partner housing association in Meir, over the coming months. Great Places will then work with contractors to make the improvements during the 2007/8 financial year.

RESIDENTS SIGN UP FOR FACELIFT WORK

Residents in the City Centre South area have been finding out about how their homes will be improved through a series of information open days.

RENEW is investing £3.5 million over 2007/08 to improve around 1,000 homes with “facelift” work. This includes repainting of windows, doors, lintels, sills and rendering. It also includes rebuilding of boundary walls, where needed.

The work will help lift the housing market in the area by making it more attractive and pleasant for residents and visitors.

Four events were held for residents in different parts of City Centre South. People in the Chatham Street and Parkhouse Street areas met with staff recently at the Rectory Road Community Centre. Residents of the Belmont Road area in Etruria met at Etruscan Primary School, while people from the Harley Street area met at the Wellington Street Community Centre. A further meeting is to be held in July at Waterside Primary School for the Hazlehurst Street area.

Consultation is taking place separately in the Seymour Street area through consultants Community Base, who are using an innovative computer modelling technique to plan improvements.

The open days follow surveys of properties to see what work needs to be done to improve the housing market in the neighbourhood. The work is being complemented by security improvements and other work such as replacing lamp standards.

Residents have been asked to give their consent to the work taking place. After this RENEW’s contractors will carry out the work.

The open days were attended by RENEW North Staffordshire, Stoke-on-Trent City Council’s Neighbourhood Renewal Team and a wide range of other agencies working in these areas. These included local councillors, architects Hulme Upright Manning, Staffordshire Housing Association, the city’s Landlord Accreditation Team, Beth Johnson Housing Association, Hanley Local Centre, the police, local councillors and the local Citizen’s Advice Bureau resident’s friend.

CLEAN-UP LAUNCHED IN CLEARANCE AREA

A major clean-up and security operation is to begin in the Slater Street area of Middleport. 

This area of 236 houses was proposed for clearance due to poor housing conditions and low demand in May 2006. 

Since then the owners of a large number of properties have sold or agreed to sell and around two thirds of residents have moved out. 

However, the empty properties have become vulnerable to break-ins by burglars who steal items such as copper piping and wiring. The rear yards of properties and the green space in the area have also been used for fly-tipping. 

Stoke-on-Trent City Council and Staffordshire Police have worked together to manage the area, but further support is required.

Now RENEW North Staffordshire, working with training organisation Project Management, Stoke-on-Trent City Council and Staffordshire Police, has announced a three month pilot project to tidy the area and combat the criminal behaviour. If successful the programme may be used in other clearance areas in future.

The £30,000 project, paid for by RENEW North Staffordshire, was launched by the ward councillors and Joan Walley MP on Friday, June 22.

A team of 10 supervisors and 30 apprentices working for Project Management’s Homeworks project will carry out the work.

The Homeworks teams will initially spend a week talking to residents to identify the problem areas, clear away the fly-tipped rubbish and generally tidy up the area. 

After the clean-up they will provide a team of around five people to liaise with local residents, tidy any further rubbish and deal with the consequences of vandalism. The apprentices will be drawn from the local Middleport and Burslem areas.

GO AHEAD FOR 143 MORE HOMES IN CITY WATERSIDE

Planning permission has been granted recently for another development in City Waterside.

Stoke-on-Trent City Council’s Development Control Committee approved the detailed application for 143 new homes alongside the Caldon Canal.

Under the scheme Inspired Developments will provide 102 one and two bedroom apartments and 41 houses, with either two, three or four bedrooms.

Two new five storey apartment blocks will overlook the canal, while an old warehouse building that fronts Commercial Road will also be converted for apartments.

A public art feature will be created by refurbishing a chimney next to the warehouse and a public square will be created as a centrepiece to the development.

The scheme is the latest to come forward for City Waterside, where other developers are already selling new homes and attracting new people to live alongside the older terraced housing in the Wellington Street area.

Planning officers praised the scheme in their report to councillors, saying it supported the City Waterside masterplan and was of high design quality.

HAVE YOUR SAY

Please contact the RENEW North Staffordshire team on 01782 232024 if you have any comments or questions, or see www.renewnorthstaffs.gov.uk.
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