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PARTNERS’ BRIEFING

News update from RENEW North Staffordshire

and its partners in housing market renewal

MAY 2007

NEW CENTRE WELCOMED WITH “A TASTE OF SHELTON”

A new community centre provided by RENEW North Staffordshire and Beth Johnson Housing Association has been opened with “a taste of Shelton”.

A spread of Asian and Turkish food welcomed around 100 guests at the opening of the new community centre in the Shelton area of City Centre South recently.

The centre - a newly-installed pre-fabricated building in Rectory Road - is the second community centre to be provided in City Centre South by RENEW and Beth Johnson. The first, in the Wellington Street area of Hanley, has been used by one hundred local organisations and thousands of people since it opened in 2005.

RENEW has paid the £156,000 cost of providing the building and it pays the salary of community worker Dave Robb, who is employed by Beth Johnson and works from the centre. 

The new centre provides:

· A meeting room for up to 150 people. This will be used for consultation events and community groups.
· Catering facilities for refreshments, lunch clubs for older people and fun days for local families.
· A base for Shelton community worker Dave Robb.

· Disabled access and facilities.
The centre will provide a link between the community and local regeneration agencies, such as RENEW, Beth Johnson and Stoke-on-Trent City Council. It will help ensure good communications, support the involvement of local residents in neighbourhood regeneration and help address the specific needs and concerns of the large local ethnic minority population.

Hardial Bhogal, director of RENEW North Staffordshire, said: “Through this new centre RENEW North Staffordshire is investing in the Shelton community.

“The Wellington Street community hall has been a great success and I’m sure this will be too.”

Lloyd Bradshaw, managing director of Beth Johnson, said: “Since he began work last October Dave Robb has already achieved a lot by acting as a bridge between local communities, housing providers, councils and other key service providers.

“Now he will have his own base and we will be able to do more to support residents to become directly involved in the regeneration of their local communities.” 

REGENERATION OPTIONS PRESENTED TO RESIDENTS

Residents in City Centre North West have been asked to comment on a range of options to regenerate their neighbourhood.

People from around 50 households came to an open day at Forest Park Primary School, Cobridge, to have their say on options for the neighbourhood surrounding the former Churchill factory off Waterloo Road. 

This land includes the former Churchill pottery factory owned by Bloor Homes. It also includes 220 properties in surrounding streets. 

This neighbourhood suffers from serious problems including one in eight homes being empty, little choice of housing types, poor housing conditions and being isolated by busy main roads. On the other hand it is close to the city centre, next to Central Forest Park and land is available for new homes.

The masterplan now being drawn up will mean RENEW North Staffordshire and Bloor Homes can work together to bring the benefits of new homes to the wider area. This is the first step in regenerating the City Centre North West area that includes Cobridge, Forest Park, Portland Street area and part of Festival Park.

People who attended the open day were generally positive in their responses to the options on display. The options included a range of possibilities for new housing and redevelopment, including various levels of possible clearance.

The options are also being made available to local people in a large booklet being left in local venues. These included Burslem School of Art, Waterworld and local doctors’ surgeries.

The views of local people will then be used to help create a “preferred option” and a masterplan – for the area between Waterloo Road, Elder Road and Sneyd Street.  This will take into account the views of local people and other factors such as the amount of money we have available and what is feasible.”

Mark Meredith, elected mayor of Stoke-on-Trent, said: ”The voices of local people are vital in coming up with a plan for the future of this area. We can’t say what the preferred option will be until all the responses and other information has been taken into account, but the masterplan will be strongly influenced by the views of the local community.”

RESIDENTS HAVE THEIR SAY ON LOCAL ISSUES

Open days have also been held to ask residents about the key regeneration issues in their neighbourhoods. 

Events at the Wellington Street Area Community Hall, Hanley, and the Civic Centre in Stoke were attended by people from 110 households.

They were held as part of the process of drawing up an Area Regeneration Framework (ARF) for Southern Stoke-on-Trent.

Information was given on key issues affecting Shelton, Northwood, City Waterside, the Wellington Street area of Hanley, Birches Head and Stoke.

Residents had the chance to fill in a questionnaire to ask whether they agreed with the analysis in the ARF or whether they wished to add their own issues.

The information is important to influence the funding bid to be made by RENEW North Staffordshire to the Government later this year.

Information was presented on:

· housing conditions

· appearance of the area

· deprivation

· crime and anti-social behaviour

· education

· transport

· the role of the neighbourhoods and towns.

This information will be used in evidence when RENEW North 

Staffordshire bids to the Government for further funding. It will also be used by Stoke-on-Trent City Council to help draw up its planning policies.

Mark Meredith, elected mayor of Stoke-on-Trent, said: “We need good, up to date information if we are to encourage the Government to continue investing in Stoke-on-Trent. I urge people who live in this area to come along to the open days so they know more about the issues in their neighbourhoods and so they can have their say.”  

GREAT PLACES SELECTED IN TWO AREAS

Great Places Housing Group has been selected as partner housing association in Meir and City Centre North West (Cobridge area). Great Places was selected from RENEW’s panel for housing associations following written submissions and interviews. 

Two separate panels of stakeholders from Meir and City Centre Centre North West helped make the decision. The panels included representatives from the local community, Stoke-on-Trent City Council, the Housing Corporation, the National Federation of Registered Social Landlords and David Wilson Homes, the appointed developer in Meir. The community steering group in Meir also carried out a separate interview.

Great Places was chosen because of the balance it offered of extensive regeneration experience, its excellent track record of delivery, its commitment to putting the community at the centre of the process and its enthusiasm for the challenges of Stoke-on-Trent.

Great Places is relatively new to North Staffordshire, but will bring expertise from its work in a range of towns, cities and neighbourhoods in the North West, Yorkshire and other areas. Great Places is a group of housing associations who together provide more than 12,000 homes. It has extensive experience of regeneration and helping to build cohesive, sustainable communities that have a positive impact on residents and the environment.

The role of housing associations in each AMI is to work together with RENEW and its partners in developing plans, working with the community, helping to develop new homes and sharing their experience from elsewhere. The partner housing association also helps to provide new affordable housing, whether for rent or shared ownership.

“BUSINESS AS USUAL” WHILE CHANGES UNDERWAY

RENEW North Staffordshire is playing its part in the big changes that are coming with the creation of the North Staffordshire Regeneration Partnership (NSRP).

The RENEW board met for the last time in May to consider a transition plan for the handover to the new organisation. 

Oversight of RENEW’s programme will now pass to the NSRP board and the NSRP’s physical regeneration sub-group. 

This sub-group will oversee and commission work in the Single Implementation Plan – the integrated programme of all major physical regeneration projects. This includes work being undertaken by the North Staffordshire Regeneration Zone, Stoke-on-Trent City Council and other partners.

Three other NSRP sub-groups will cover employment and skills; enterprise and innovation; and marketing.

NSRP managing director Tom Macartney is due to take up his post soon and lead the process of developing the new organisation. During the transition to the new arrangements all partners have agreed it will be “business as usual” in order to make sure that work underway continues as before.

HAVE YOUR SAY

Please contact the RENEW North Staffordshire team on 01782 232024 if you have any comments or questions, or see www.renewnorthstaffs.gov.uk.
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