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North Staffordshire

changing places: transforming lives




PARTNERS’ BRIEFING

NOVEMBER 2007

News update from RENEW North Staffordshire

and its partners in housing market renewal

£120M BUSINESS PLAN SUBMITTED TO GOVERNMENT

RENEW North Staffordshire’s multi-million pound bid to continue transforming the area’s housing market has been submitted to the Government. 

RENEW has applied for £120 million from the Department for Communities and Local Government for the period 2008-11.  The funding is expected to be complemented by £672 million in investment from private and public sector partners, making a total of £792 million investment over 2008-11.

RENEW North Staffordshire’s business plan for the next three years proposes building on the strong foundations of the first five years of the programme. In future years, RENEW’s focus will be on transforming unpopular  neighbourhood areas with a mix of housing, business, community and environmental improvements.  Working with regeneration partners, RENEW will spend 88 per cent of its funding in the ‘urban core’ of Stoke-on-Trent – the mainly Victorian terraced neighbourhoods around the city centre area, including the communities of Burslem, Middleport, Cobridge, Shelton, City Waterside, Hanley, Northwood, Etruria and Stoke town.

The £120 million over the period 2008-11 will help pay for the:

· renovation of 3,600 older houses 

· building of 630 new homes

· clearance of 1,400 houses.

As well as the urban core, RENEW will also continue to support regeneration in:

· Knutton and Cross Heath, Newcastle-under-Lyme

· Meir in Stoke-on-Trent

· Weston Heights in Stoke-on-Trent

· Galleys Bank estate in Newcastle-under-Lyme

· Fegg Hayes in Stoke-on-Trent

· Biddulph East in Staffordshire Moorlands.

A decision on how much funding RENEW North Staffordshire will receive for 2008-11 is expected next year.  To read the full Business Plan, please visit  www.renewnorthstaffs.gov.uk
£10 MILLION RETIREMENT CONCEPT VILLAGE GETS UNDERWAY  

Work has started on Newcastle-under-Lyme’s first ‘extra care’ village for older people.  Partners including RENEW North Staffordshire, North Staffordshire Primary Care Trust (PCT), Aspire Housing, Newcastle Borough Council, Prima 200 North Staffordshire and English Partnerships have developed plans for a £10 million housing and healthcare project at Knutton and Cross Heath, a priority area in the housing market renewal pathfinder programme.

The partners signed a formal agreement for the development, at the former Collins and Aikman factory site near Morrisons’ supermarket, earlier this month. The project is set for completion in summer 2009.  The innovative development will offer older people new options for living independently. Combining a state-of-the-art health centre and a complex of 60 modern apartments, the ‘village’ will be built to high design and environmental standards and act as a catalyst for the wider regeneration of the Knutton and Crossheath area.   Berryhill Village, a similar scheme near Bentilee, has been very successful.  The new health centre will be a base for four GPs and will also offer dentistry, podiatry, physiotherapy and a pharmacy. It will be named the Milehouse Primary Care Centre.

The new housing development – to be called Mill Rise – will offer a type of homes that are not currently available in Newcastle. The ‘extra care’ concept allows older people to receive the level of care that suits them best and offers shared facilities, such as a restaurant and group activities.  Forty of the homes will be for rent through Aspire, and 20 for shared ownership. 

STAKEHOLDERS ENJOY JOURNEY THROUGH TIME

Partners are giving stakeholders the run around in a bid to take the mystery out of housing market renewal and inject some magic into future regeneration plans.  RENEW North Staffordshire’s minibus tours of the pathfinder area offer partners and other stakeholders, including students and council staff and members, an insight into the ‘bigger picture’ by explaining the history behind the projects and the background to the programme.   The ‘tourists’ are treated to a running commentary throughout their journey, putting the programme into context, illustrating the issues and giving details of future plans.  Anyone interested in joining a RENEW North Staffordshire minibus tour should call Alex Abbotts on 01782 235615, or email alex.abbots@stoke.gov.uk
YOUNG PEOPLE HELP SECURE FUTURE FOR WILDLIFE

Young people living in the pathfinder area are contributing to the sustainable development of their neighbourhoods by taking part in a project that will ensure wildlife habitats are protected and improved during rebuilding.

RENEW North Staffordshire, Compendium Group and Sustainability West Midlands are supporting the project, which will help sustain wildlife at Weston Heights, formerly Coalville.   Youngsters from the area are helping wildlife live successfully through a period of construction on the estate by installing birdhouses and nesting boxes, as part of the £55 million regeneration programme.

House martins have been successfully nesting at Coalville for generations, but their nesting grounds are at risk of being lost during the construction work. The nature conservation project provides 72 house martin bird boxes, which will be installed on new and refurbished properties, as well as houses managed by Riverside Housing.   As part of the scheme, Compendium is working with the local school and youth programme to encourage residents to try to attract wildlife to their gardens. The developer and young people on the estate are also installing hedgehog, butterfly, ladybird and amphibian houses, a squirrel feeder and nesting boxes.  
To tie into the initiative, Weston Coyney Infants School is facilitating nature projects, as part of a nature club. And Dreamscheme, a youth project on the estate, has also carried out a ‘build your own bird feeder’ task and set up wildlife monitoring as a learning experience for the children.   The bio diversity project complements other work to make the most of North Staffordshire’s green spaces, parks, rivers and canals as part of regeneration. 

£2 MILLION FACELIFT FOR HOMES IS WELCOMED

RENEW North Staffordshire and its partners - Beth Johnson Housing Association and Stoke-on-Trent City Council – helped residents celebrate the start of a £2m project that will give hundreds of terraced houses in Stoke-on-Trent a facelift.

A total of 332 homes in the Harley Street, Hazlehurst Street, Parkhouse Street, Belmont Road and Chatham Street areas of Hanley, Shelton and Etruria are to be improved as part of RENEW’s programme to help make run-down neighbourhoods attractive and popular places to live.   Beth Johnson Housing Association, RENEW’s partner housing association in the City Centre South area, is managing the scheme and the work is being carried out by contractor, Seddon. 

Improvements include the repair or replacement of front windows and doors, porch canopies, boundary walls, masonry and rendering, gutters and downpipes and paintwork.  A series of gateway sites will benefit from new paving, better road and pavement layouts and landscaping, which will help to improve the overall impression of the area for residents and visitors alike. 

RENEW North Staffordshire is funding the work after carrying out detailed surveys of the houses and asking local people how they wanted the area to be improved. The surveys considered options, including the possibility of demolition or renovation for the properties.  The improvements to properties are free to property owners. Private landlords must join the North Staffordshire Landlord Accreditation Scheme to benefit.

RESIDENTS ENCOURAGED TO TRACK DOWN MODERN TREASURES

City Waterside residents embarked on a ‘treasure hunt’ with a difference last month as part of a RENEW North Staffordshire-funded arts programme.  
Textile artist Rachel Grant’s work went on public display in the Wellington Street area, with 15 mixed-media panels mounted on external walls and gables of empty properties earmarked for clearance. Rachel led a walk around the back streets and alleys and streets, encouraging people to ‘discover’ the works of art - which are montages of former residents’ artefacts, family heirlooms and personal items. 

Anyone interested in exploring the area for themselves and viewing Rachel’s work can pick up a map of where the panels are situated from the Wellington Street Area Community Centre, Dresden Street, Hanley.  

The arts programme, Place, Space and Identity, is a series of 13 art projects designed to offer people different opportunities to get involved in the regeneration of North Staffordshire. It is managed locally by B Arts and part funded by the Arts Council England, West Midlands. A celebration, featuring all the pieces, is planned for March next year – to learn more about the programme, visit www.placespaceidentity.net
HAVE YOUR SAY

Please contact the RENEW North Staffordshire team on 01782 232024 if you have any comments or questions, or see www.renewnorthstaffs.gov.uk.

STREET REPS BRIEFING from the Knutton Cross Heath NMP
NOVEMBER  2007

VILLAGE FARM

Brendan Fletcher-Chard has been appointed the new Project Manager, he is looking to recruit more volunteers and attract funding to the farm. Recent success includes a grant of £200,000 from Staffs Environmental Fund. (La Farge – Landfill site). Within the next few months there will be activity on the site as the ground is cleared and a wildlife area is created.

PARTNERSHIP RESPONSIBILITIES.

The NMP team was originally funded from Central Government, due to finish after a 7 year programme with an end date of March 2009. Newcastle Borough Council has recently appointed a new Chief Executive, Mark Barrow, he sees the potential to incorporate some neighbourhood management principals across the Borough.

This means the team will now seek to drive forward the Local Strategic Partnership (LSP) looking to apply some of the lessons learnt here in Knutton/Cross Heath. Also it is likely Denise Smallman will head up a Partnership Unit which will also include responsibility for Community Safety within the Borough. 

AREA FORUM

The last scheduled meeting for the Forum this year is on December 10th, we need to focus on the forum taking responsibility for its own management and meetings. We have committed staff and finance for the whole of next year (2008), but it needs local people to take ownership and provide a voice to service providers. If you would like to get involved or have ideas about the way forward – please contact Ged Kelly at the NMP office, 611033.
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