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Arts project reveals areas in transition

· The first part of a RENEW North Staffordshire-funded arts project gets underway this month.
· Place, Space & Identity will see artists working with local residents on 10 works of art across the pathfinder area during the next six months. 
· Funding of £100,000 has come from RENEW and the Arts Council for England. Other partners include local arts leaders B Arts, Airspace gallery, Stoke-on-Trent City Council and Staffordshire University.
· The first project to go on display later this month when artist Rachel Grant’s work will be displayed in the Wellington Street area of City Centre South from October 29, starting at 3pm at Wellington Street area community hall.

· Future projects, which will also take inspiration from the lives and memories of local people, will involve the creation of sculptures, photographs, theatrical workshops and documentaries.

· The project website is www.placespaceidentity.net.
Improvements planned for terraced neighbourhood

· The Well Street area of terraced houses in City Centre South is set for regeneration after Stoke-on-Trent City Council approved a recommendation to retain and improve the houses.

· It follows a detailed survey of housing and neighbourhood conditions of 187 houses in the area.

· The survey showed the properties were in reasonably good condition and that the majority had been modernised and maintained to a good standard.

· However, the survey did find that 16.5% of properties failed to meet the minimum legal standard and that 57% of properties required some level of repairs. 

· Stoke-on-Trent City Council will now work to offer advice and financial support to eligible householders to improve their properties and encourage private landlords to improve their properties and join the North Staffordshire Landlord Accreditation scheme.

· RENEW North Staffordshire is also planning to carry out renovation work and environmental improvements in 2008/09, subject to Government funding for the period 2008/11. Local people will be asked about what work they want to see done during 2008.

· The Well Street area includes part of Gilman Street, part of Well Street, Mulberry Street, Nelson Place, part of Picton Street, part of Wellington Street and part of Waterloo Street.

Partners support business plan 2008/11

· RENEW North Staffordshire’s draft business plan 2008/11 has been supported by key partners, in advance of submission to the Department for Communities and Local Government.

· RENEW has consulted with a wide range of stakeholders and partners as part of the process of preparing the document, which forms the bid to Government for funding for the next three years.

· The business plan will review the evidence about the housing market in North Staffordshire and set out the planned strategy and programme for the coming years.

· The evidence shows that the housing market remains weak in many areas, particularly in the urban core neighbourhoods around the city centre. 

· The majority of RENEW’s investment is therefore planned to be focused on these neighbourhoods.

· These include the existing renewal areas of City Centre South and Middleport and Burslem,

· RENEW also retains its commitment to Knutton and Cross Heath and Meir.

· RENEW will bid for £120 million from the Department for Communities and Local Government over the three year period. This is expected to be complemented by investment of at least £560 million from other public and private sources.

· Comments on the draft are currently being collated, prior to printing and submission to Government at the end of this month. The final document will then be shared with partners and the public.

STEERING GROUP’S EXPERT TOUR

Knutton and Cross Heath community steering group learned about building new homes at an expert location recently – Ibstock Bricks.

David Taylor, a street representative in High Street, Knutton invited his colleagues on the steering group and people from partner organisations to his workplace at the Ibstock factory in Chesterton.

As well as discussing the regular meeting business in Ibstock’s conference room, the group of 20 people was able to learn about the brick production process.

They found out about raw material feed, clay preparation, the production processes including “specials”, how the products are set, dried, fired in the large kiln and automatic unloading.  When the plant is fully manned the maximum output is 1.1 million bricks per week.

Among the different brick types are the Barlaston Orange, the Alderley Burgundy, the Manorial Red and the Tyndale Yellow.

The group found it very helpful to meet in a different location and learn about the some of different processes involved in brick production and the issues involved in sourcing from local suppliers.

For further information

· Please contact RENEW North Staffordshire team on 01782 232024 or see www.renewnorthstaffs.gov.uk.
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