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Information Day

Residents turn Out to View Future Plans for
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areas in Knutton and Cross Heath

Residents from all
over the area
attended
information
events on 26th
June at local
Community
Centres to learn
about work that
Aspire  Housing
is proposing to
carry out over the
next three years,
in partnership
with RENEW
North Staffordshire. This work includes
new estate enhancements, introduction
of a ‘decency plus’ standard and a
programme of clearance.

Aspire Housing continues to review its
properties in terms of regeneration. The
‘Decency Plus’ standard will include
work such as: off-road parking, patios,
fencing and lighting to help make areas
earmarked for regeneration projects
more appealing places to live. Joint
funding between Aspire and RENEW will
see at least £Il.7million invested in
property improvements. Also displayed
were RENEW-funded environmental
improvements undertaken across the
area, giving residents a full overview of
the different types of renewal activity
both past and in the future.

Senior

Green,
Regeneration Manager was pleased
with the Information Day. "We will
continue to engage with residents on
a regular basis. The Information Day

Darren Aspire’s

demonstrated the
successes so far”’

Partnership's

In addition, staff from Aspire, Newcastle
Borough Council, CAB and RENEW
were on hand to talk about the support
available for those families affected
by clearance and how delivering
regeneration activities to the Knutton
and Cross Heath area fits with the
Borough’s planning context. If you were
not able to attend the Information Day
but would like to discuss the proposals,
please contact Cheryl Pritchard at
Aspire.



Frequently Asked Questions

A number of revisions have been
made to the proposed regeneration
programme in Knutton and Cross Heath
and there are frequently asked questions
that people need to know the answer.
Here are just 3 questions but more can
be found our website

http://www.knuttoncrossheath.co.uk/fag.html
or by asking for the Frequently Asked
Questions booklet from Aspire or the
Neighbourhood Management Pathfinder
(NMP) in Knutton.

Picture above: Arthur Boulton outside his former home
on Robertson Drive just before it was cleared.

He moved approximately eight months after his initial
Housing Needs Questionnaire

Picture abovet: Arthur outside his new home in Audley.
He says that he is really happy to have moved, has
made lots of new friends and has found it easy to
settle in.

Q.7 I'm an Aspire Tenant, what
happens to me if my home is to
be demolished?

A. Aspire Housing has a statutory duty to
re-house its tenants in appropriate
alternative accommodation. Residents
who wish to remain as tenants of
Aspire Housing will be supported by
Aspire throughout the course of their
move.

Every effort will be made to match the
preferences you identify, through the
housing needs questionnaire, with
homes that become available.

Aspire will offer 'like for like'
accommodation, subject to availability in
your area of choice and in accordance
with your housing need.

In accordance with Aspires lettings
policy, priority will be given to clearance
transfers.

Q.I0How many re-housing offers will
I get?

A. Aspire’s usual policy for transfers would
be to make one reasonable offer of
alternative accommodation. However in
the case of clearance transfers we will
make two reasonable offers, taking
into account household needs and
preference whenever possible.

Q.11l can't afford to move, will | get
compensation?

A. There is statutory compensation of
£4400 (amount reviewed periodically)
for tenants of Registered Social
Landlords (which tenants of Aspire
Housing will be entitled to) for ‘home
loss’, should they be required to move
for clearance purposes. Further financial
assistance will also be made available to
cover removal costs and re-connection
charges that you may incur as a result of
your move.



Sports Village—
Plans Hit
Problems

Plans for a sports village have been put on
hold, just weeks after gaining planning
permission. Newcastle Borough Council
had intended to build its £17 million sports
village alongside Newcastle College's new
campus on land off Knutton Lane.

However, the College will now proceed
with its own £52 million redevelopment
with sports facilities including four grass
pitches, four-court sports hall, dance studio,
fitness suite and a full-size floodlit, multi-
purpose pitch.The new facilities are due to
be completed by January 2010, which the
general public will be able to use.

The Borough Council is still looking in
to the possibility of a second phase
development on the site, which could
include a new swimming pool, although this
is just one option being considered at
present.

A joint statement, by Newcastle Borough
Council and Newcastle College said that
building the sports village at the same time
as the wider development of the new
Newcastle College had been:

“the preferred method of delivering our
aspirations for enhanced sports and leisure
facilities for the residents of the borough.
However, despite significant efforts by all
involved, this has not been possible. But the
concept of the sports village on the college
site is still an option which the Borough
Council and the College are considering.
There would then be an opportunity of a
second phase development, with the
addition of a pool and enhanced leisure
facilities coming on stream as soon as
possible thereafter.”

A Sign of the
Times

RENEW North Staffordshire has joined the
National Lottery, the Knutton Cross Heath
NMP and other funding streams such as
Fones 4 Schools and Bag 2 School, to
provide Knutton St Mary’s CE (VC)
Primary School with The Breathing Place.
This is a relaxing wildlife garden that can be
enjoyed by the school and the whole
community, situated beside Knutton library,
created as part of the international Eco-
Schools Programme, where children as
young as three are being taught about
recycling and the environment.

Picture above:
Eco Green Flag for Knutton St Mary’s Primary School

The School became an eco-school during
2006 and has just become the first school
in Newcastle-under-Lyme to receive their
prestigious green flag for successfully
completing the programme. Julie Heyhoe,
the school’s eco co-ordinator said:

“The pupils must be congratulated on their
hard work and dedication in striving to
achieve this award and their positive
attitude towards creating a sustainable
environment for us to enjoy.”




Extra Care

Work on the Collins & Aikman site, Lower
Milehouse Lane is making progress and you
may have noticed that the steel frame has
been assembled.

Monthly progress meetings are taking place
with the contractor, now beginning to look
at Reviewable Design Data (RDD) for the
scheme, for example window frames.

A ‘Friends of Mill Rise’ group (people who
have expressed an interest in living at the
scheme) has been established. The group
meets monthly to get up to date
information updates as well as having the
opportunity to contribute to the decision
making process on issues such as cleaners
and whether pets will be allowed.

The group is considering becoming formally
constituted to enable them to raise money
for social and leisure initiatives. If this is
something that you are interested in being
involved with, please contact Suzie King,
Aspire’s Extra Care Project Manager on her
direct line 01782 854904.

Picture below: Friends of Mill Rise looking at layout
plans of extra care facilities for the elderly.

During the week commencing 9June, Suzie
spent some time with Year 2 children at
Knutton St Mary’s Primary School working
on a time capsule project that will be
buried beneath the piazza area of the
development.

MILLRISE

The children have already been guests of
Mansell builders on a site visit so they are
now familiar with the scheme. The project
began with an introductory session
explaining the nature of time capsules and
asking for suggestions for items that
could be included. There were various
suggestions  ranging from letters,

photographs, school uniform, coins and a
mobile phone to teddy bears, old shoes and
socks to hair cuttings! Further discussion
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Pupils from Knutton St Mary’s showing items they want
included in the Time Capsule.

took place and it was agreed that the items
that went into the time capsule needed to
be things that wouldn’t perish and were:

® Relevant to the site, development and
local area

@® Relevant to the children involved in the
time capsule project

@® Things that were currently used on a
daily basis which might change in the
future.

Work took place on the project
throughout the week which ended with an
‘open’ classroom on Friday afternoon.
Parents, members of the community and
the Friends of Mill Rise were invited to see
the time capsule and work that children had
completed.



Your New Primary Care Centre

Milehouse Primary Care Centre, Newcastle-under-Lyme, Staffordshire

"Prima
Better facilities

As part of the Mill Rise Village, that provides
extra care apartments for older people to
live independently, a brand new primary
care centre will be open to patients and
residents of Knutton, Cross Heath and
surrounding areas. The centre will offer the
usual health care services plus additional

ones to improve access to a wide range of
additional ones including:

Podiatry (foot care), baby clinic,
physiotherapy, = phlebotomy  (blood),
pharmacy, new NHS dental clinic, outpatient
centre, a base for community nurses plus
other community facilities.

Investing in your care

Your new centre is part of a programme of
investment by North Staffordshire’s
Primary Care Trust to improve services,
facilities and standards of care for the whole
community. If you have a query or a concern
about health services, the NHS North
Staffordshire PALS (Patient Advice and
Liaison Service) team will be happy to help
on 0800 389 8832.

For Mill Rise events have taken place to
raise awareness about extra care housing
and some multi-agency briefing sessions are
being arranged in partnership with
colleagues from Social Care and Health.

Work on developing eligibility and
allocations procedures for Mill Rise is
currently being undertaken. A website has
been set up (www.millrisevillage.co.uk) so
residents can keep updated with the latest
news and a travel plan is being looked at.

NHS

North Staffordshire

Your doctors

Dr LM Hussain’s Practice

Dr PH Shah’s Hanford Branch Surgery
Dr PJ Franklin’s Surgery

Who’s who?

Development partner:
Prima 200 Prime plc

Building contractor:
Mansell

Construction Architects:
One Creative Environments Ltd

Extra care apartments:
Aspire Housing

Building milestones
February 2008 Started on site

Spring 2008 Steelwork complete
Summer 2008 Roof complete
Spring 2009 Building complete

Opens summer 2009

Text/Images above and right taken from a patient
information poster being displayed in GP practices and
other offices around the area.




Environmental Improvements

RENEW North Staffordshire and Aspire
Housing have committed £75,000 to be

spent on environmental improvements in
the Knutton Cross Heath AMI in 2008/9.

Poplar Court bungalows before individual driveways
have been created

Residents are urged to come forward with
their suggestions on how the money could
be spent to improve the local area.
Projects should contribute to
improving community safety,
local facilities or the
appearance of the area and
must have the support of six :
households affected by the
proposal. All proposals will
be considered by the
Environmental Improvements
Project Group and scored
against a set of criteria.
Successful proposals will be
delivered during 2008/9. The
Project Group will respond
with feedback on all proposals
regardless of whether or not
they are successful in obtaining funding.

This is the third round of environmental
improvements funding provided by
RENEW North Staffordshire and Aspire
Housing with £500,000 of environmental
improvements delivered between
2004/2006 and £200,00 delivered in
2007/8. A wide range of proposals was
submitted by local residents and examples

of successful projects completed include
parking schemes, installation of CCTYV,
security lighting and community gardens.
The map below shows the areas that have
received funding to date and the type of
environmental improvement delivered.

If any resident has an idea for a project to
improve the physical appearance or
security of your street, you may be able to
see your ideas become reality through the

small-scale environmental improvements
fund.

A tear off Environmental Improvements
Proposal Form is attached on the back page
of this newsletter. To submit your idea for
consideration please read the guidance on
the proposal form, complete and return it
to Aspire Housing or the Knutton Cross
Heath  Neighbourhood  Management
Pathfinder by 22nd August 2008.

The alleyway between Cemetery Road and the
Children’s Centre was only of benefit to anti-social
behaviour before it was re-surfaced and gated off.

If you require any help with filling
out the form or further information
please contact Janet Rawlinson at
Aspire Housing on 01782 635200.



Funding Opportunity

A total of £200,000 will be spent by Aspire
Housing and RENEW North Staffordshire
on small scale environmental improvements
in Knutton and Cross Heath during 2007-9.

Stanton Close after the bungalows have had individual
driveways created.

Thirty-six proposals were received from
residents following an application form
being attached to Issue 5 of the New
Beginnings Newsletter in March 2007.
These were appraised in June last year by a
project group made up of residents and
service providers. The criteria used to
assess the proposals included: visual impact,
community safety and value for money.

Seventeen projects had been provisionally
approved within the available budget to go
out to wider consultation, although only 15
have been given the go-ahead. A number of
other proposals put forward were to be
included as part of the Public Realm
Strategy for Knutton Village, with separate
funding.

New railings as suggested by youngsters from the area
using the Knutton Youth Centre.

WANTED FOR 2008-9

Residents to join the Project Group
to help assess the environmental
proposals submitted by local
residents. Contact Janet Rawlinson
at Aspire Housing on 01782 635200
by Friday 1 August 2008.

Improvements from
2007-8

I) Poplar Court - Window restrictors to
stairwells

2) Meadow Lane - Security lights to rear
of bungalows

3) Poplar Court - Improved car park and
entrance lights

4) Church Lane - Railings at school
crossing

5) Ronaldsway Drive - Fencing to rear
boundary of bungalows

6) Moran Road/Camillus Road/Arthur
Street - Gates between houses

7) Liverpool Road/Poplar Avenue -
Fencing to rear of properties

8) Cemetery Road/ Children Centre -
Alley gates

9) Knutton Lane/Arthur Street -Reinstate
fencing at playground

10) Ashfields Court - Upgrade security
lighting

I 1) St Bernards Road - Provide gates
between houses

12) High Street - New railings at Youth
Centre

I3) Stanton Close—Individual driveways
I4) Albermarle Road - Community garden

I5) Poplar Close - Individual driveways




Play Time in the Cotswolds

Young people aged four to fifteen will
benefit from an improved play area that has
been created in their neighbourhood. The
new facility in Cotswold Avenue, Knutton,
was officially opened by Newcastle’s new
Mayor Clir. John Cooper on 22 May 2008.

Children aged four to seven can enjoy a
range of features including springy animals,
a roundabout and swings. A Ridge-Rider
rollercoaster, ‘monkey bars’ and swings are
among the attractions for seven to fifteen
year olds.

The new Mayor leading the
celebrations of the opening of
the new Cotswold Play Area
with pupils from Knutton St
Mary’s School.

The £80,000 play area,
replacing an existing
playground, has been
funded by RENEW North
Staffordshire, Aspire
Housing and Newcastle
Borough Council under
the Knutton Public Realm
Strategy. Record RSS the
firm who made the
playground equipment,
supplied balloons and goodie bags for
children at the event.

Local resident Mrs Lewis who attended the
opening event feels there is no better
sound in the world than children laughing
and enjoying themselves. “My children
played on the original play area and | hope
that the revamped one will inspire the next
generation to exercise more.”

Questions to the Editor

“Will the ‘Credit Crunch’, which is
currently affecting the whole country,
have a drastic impact on the Housing
Market Renewal (HMR) Programme
in North Staffordshire? (asked at
NMP Board Meeting-15/5/08)

Editors Note: Both Debbie Hope, (RENEW
Programme Manager) and Mark Gee (Home
Options Team) are both agreed. RENEW
North Staffordshire was created because of
a need to work in a failing housing market -
to build communities with varied housing
where people want to stay and live, and not
move away. The credit crunch simply
reinforces that need.

There will be an impact on how much risk
developers are prepared to take but the
longer- term vision and objectives have been
signed up to by all partners who are
determined to deliver according to the
agreed plans. Although the  details of
delivery may have to be looked at again, the
end result will be the same. (If anything,
within a HMR pathfinder, as the public
sector partners are available to help share
risk, it may be that the private sector are
now more willing to work in traditional
areas of last resort).



Down Your Way Competition

We are back in time again for the latest
photograph of “down your way”. Wesley
George lives in Knutton and has sent in a
picture of the Whaley’s Brick Yard taken on
6 August 1949. Wesley worked at the yard
for many years until it was closed down in
the 1980s. The Yard was shown in the
photograph featured in our New

Beginnings newsletter in December 2007

(located next to the white pre-fabricated
houses built just after the War that
eventually made way for the ‘new’ Acacia
Road Estate. The site of Whaley’s Brick Yard
is now the landfill site accessed off Brock
way, Knutton. Wesley remembers that the
workers brought in scraps of food to feed
to the pigs that one of the owners kept on
the site.

Wesley hasn’t yet
made up his
mind where he
wants to spend
his £10 prize
voucher
presented  for
sharing his
memories from
down your way.

Whaley’s Brick Yard,
Knutton (1940s)

Do you have a picture hidden away somewhere which captures what it is or was like down your way?
A gift voucher of £10.00 will be given to any resident who has their picture published. Contact Laurence
at Aspire Housing with your picture or for a copy of the competition rules which can also be found on
the photographs page of our website:- www.knuttoncrossheath.info

DID YOU KNOW?

Christopher Taylor Designs have reported
that the estimated completion date for
the latest phase of the Knutton heritage
work project, funded by RENEW and
Newcastle-under-Lyme Borough Council,

will be at the end of August 2008. There

is talk that there may be a Victorian
Themed end of project street party.

Finished heritage housing facelift in Chapel Street,
Knutton




*6007/800T 4e24
Juaiind 9yj) J0j po4OpIsuUod 9q 03 m..-uw_o._n_ [ejJuaWuUoldIAU

10} JWV YIESH SSOJD pue uojljnu)] ayj ul sjudpisad
wou} sjesodoad Sunniaul ade am ‘@uwedsodd sjusawaaoidu
[E3USWIUOJIAUD 341YsP1oyelS YIoON MINITYH 3Y3 jo jJed sy

*dwwes3oud ay3 ul paAjoAul q
01 falunyuoddo ay3 USAIS aJe |8 24ns eW O3 — BAJE Y Ul SUDPJIOM
suonesiuedio Jaulsed pue sassauisng ‘sjuapisad [ed0| yum a3e3us
01 Japuyyieqd uswaseue], pooyJnoqysidN YiesH SsoJdD) uonnuy
ayy yum Ajgsod 3upjdom si 3uisnoH adidsy “(JY) UOIUSAIU|

Jolel Jo BaJY YIBOH SSOJD) PUEB UONINUY| Ul dIOM AAINTY Ped|
03 |1PUNoD) ysnouog 3[IseIMIN Aq padise uaaq sey SuisnoH aJidsy

V3HV d4NOA NI SLNIWIAOUdNI
TVLNIWNOUIANAG FTVIS TIVNS

600T-800T
103(0dd SLNIWIAOUdWI TVLNIWNOUIANA

9SNOYDJI 49MO] 78 YIEdH SSO.D ‘UoIInu)|

alidse
LB

YrioN MINTY upd 9Mm J3Yy1a3o] ,,

mm— ST 9idse

: INSE 3N Ty

X9 91S

aJIyspJoyels

QWA JopUN S[3ISEIMIN]|

uonnuY|

33U UONEIIIDY UOIINUY

olpms syl

Japuyyied juswadeuel] pooydnoqysdioN
YIBdH SSOJD) uonNUY|

o/

LE8F IXd 21O UoneIaus3ay — uosulmey Iauef

86151, T8L10 -Xed
00CTS€9 810 IPL

MO0 S1S

8.1ysp.Joyels

QWA JopUN S[3ISEIMIN|
uoidwreag ay |

Aa|s8ury

guisnop auidsy
S71v.i3a LOVLINOD

“8unaaly dnour) 133(oug IX3U 33 I8 PaJSPISUOD pue pPIIJ||0d
9q o3 sjesodoud ay3 a|qeus o1 goOT Ish3ny puzg Aepli4 Aq wqgns ases|d

‘Buisno auJidsy e YadiyO uonesauaday
‘uosulmey 1auef 10e3U0d ases|d ‘uonew.oul [euonRIppe aJ4inbau noAk |

Jspuyyied
Juswageuel pooyanoqydiaN YieaH ssod) uonnuy aya Jo 3uisnoH
aJidsy 03 wuoy ayy uo jesodoud 3039foud parsjdwod JnoA 3wgns asesld

WYO4 1VSOdoid 123fodd aaso1dN3
dHL 3137dIWOD ANV 1374Vv31 SIHL aVv3ad 3asv3aild



(umou y1)

[esodouad ay3 wouy 339uUaq 03 spjoyasnoy jo Jaquinu ewixoiddy

(Jesodoud ay3 Suiyaoddns aJe oym spjoyasnoy
9 JO SISSAJppPE puk SaWEU .10 UOIJEBID0SSY SIUIPISaY 1) [esodoad
ay3 Sunyaoddns ajdoad jo dnous8 ay3 jo sjiezap 2AIS asea|d

............................................................................ ‘ou |93 39€3U0))

...................................................................................... ssuppy

dWIeN

600T-800T
123(0dd SLNIWIAOUdWI TVLNIWNOYIANT ITVIS TIVKS

WHOd 1VSOdOid

921|0d aJIyspJoyeis -
|1PUno) yY3noJog SWA-ISPUN-I[ISEIMIN -
Japulyred Juswasgeue] pooytnoqydiaN YIeaH ssodD uonnuy -
SuisnoH auidsy -
(punoD y3nouog spseoma)) Joj|lpuno) [edo] -
S41yspJojeiS YON AAINIY -
SJuapisay [edo] -
-:saAnEIUaSaIdal
Suimoyjo} o jo dn apew st dnouc) 193foud oy jo diysuequsly @

00000°SL7

J0 398pNq |[eJaA0 Y3 uIyaIm ‘s303foud sy asniuolid pue a40ds 03 Xiuzew

[BW.IO} B pUB B143I1ID JO 395 paaJde ue Suisn dnouc) sydalodd syuswaroadw)

[eauswuo.IAug 3Ys Aq A[9A13D3]|0D paJapIsuod 3q [|im sjesodoud |y
{INJSSOIONS 3q [|IM SDWIBLYDS YdIYM UO dpeuwl SUOISIDIP 248 MOH @

uspulyied uswagdeuel pooyunoqysiaN YieaH ssodD)

uonnuy| a3yl o/d Jo 3uisnoH auidsy 01 w.oy pa31djdwod Jno uiniad ued Noj

'800T 3sn38ny puzT Aepliq Aq paAladad aq isnw sjesodoud 323foud |y
- {s323foad 3un3iwqns .oy dulpeap d3y3 st JeYM @

*SJUdPISAJ JIYIO XIS JO wnwiuiw & wouy Juoddns pue pasodoud
129/oud jo adAy ays Bunesipui 99)§es| siys uo papiaoid wuoy sjdwis aya Suisn
‘sfesodoud J1wigns ued syuapisad [ed0o| - (sjesodoad 3ruugns nok op MoH @

Sunueg

s3uip|ingano ww|qo.d jo [eroway Supuay
3unes 49|y 3unysi| Aundag

suapJes Aunwwor) 3upyued ued

@apnpul Ajsnoiaaad
IWV 9Y3 uil papuny s3d3foud jo sadL3 ayj jo sojdwexy @

sani|1oe} [edo] Sulrouadw) -

(dwid jo Jesy ays Jo awid Supnpad) A1ayes Ayunwwod Suinoadw -
sjuswAoudwi [ensip -

syuswaAoudwi [edisAyd -

293D SUIMO||0) DY) JOPISUOd pjhoys seapl 3daloud ei3uajod @

DONISNOH

FUIdSV ANV WIHSQUOH44VLS HLUON MIN3IY A9 GIANNI
- 123foYdd SLNIWIAOUdWI TVLNIWNOYIANT (IWV)
NOILNIAYILNI HOIVIW 40 VIHV HLVIH SSOUD NOLLNN)I



&Y
aspire

housing

English Partnerships

vEYWCASTLE
UM |

F -

renew "

Bellway

Useful Contacts

Newsletter Editor - Laurence Reardon

Aspire Housing, Kngsley, The Brampton, Newcastle under Lyme,
Staffordshire, ST5 0QW

Tel: 01782 635200

E-mail: Ireardonr@aspirehousing.co.uk

Website: www.knuttoncrossheath.info.

Aspire Housing

01782 635200

Darren Green, Janet Rawlinson, Cheryl Pritchard or Vicky Riley.
To discuss Shared Ownership ask for Dan Gray

Newcastle under Lyme Borough Council
01782 717717

Helen Beech - Helen.beech@newcastle-staffs.gov.uk
Alex Philips - alex.phillips@newcastle-staffs.gov.uk

Neighbourhood Wardens
01782 742515
nwarden@newcastle-staffs.gov.uk,
mark.jones@newcastle-staffs.gov.uk

RENEW North Staffordshire Helpline
01782 232024

Home Options Team
Mark Gee 0845 1302165

The Residents’ Friend service offers independent information and advice
about the Housing Market Renewal Programme.

Contact Emily Tomkinson, Residents’ Friend,

Telephone 01782 408787

Drop in Tuesdays, Ramsey Road Community Centre, 1.30 pm - 4.00 pm.

Home visits are also available on request

This newsletter can be provided in
alternative formats on request.

Please telephone us on 01782 635200
10



