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MASTERPLANNING IN MIDDLEPORT
Europe’s largest interdisciplinary design practice has been commissioned to take forward the masterplan for the Middleport and Burslem areas of Stoke-on-Trent.
Masterplanning has started for Middleport and Burslem to enable more detailed regeneration plans to be put in place. Details on housing conditions, transport issues, flood risk and habitat surveys will inform the masterplan, which is expected to be completed by April 2009.
BDP is an award-winning design practice with wealth of experience in

masterplanning, urban regeneration, public realm design and the design and delivery of successful and award-winning regeneration schemes.

Alongside RENEW North Staffordshire and its regeneration partners, BDP will work on the masterplan with property consultants, King Sturge, strategic business experts JMP and social sustainability consultants, FSquared.  
BDP will lead the masterplanning process, with particular emphasis on architecture, regeneration, planning, conservation and heritage, landscape, urban design, sustainability, engineering and stakeholder and community consultation

King Sturge will offer strategic property advice, provide development appraisals and funding, market research and consultancy.  

JMP will look into movement and accessibility and conduct a transport assessment. FSquared will ensure social sustainability and community engagement. 

Issues that will be addressed by the masterplanning process in Middleport and Burslem include the lack of social and physical cohesion and the perception that the area is isolated.  

The masterplan will help deliver well-designed, sustainable communities where people will want to live and work, by tackling issues associated with vacant and derelict land and buildings and the interface between residential and industrial areas. Connectivity will be improved by creating better pedestrian linkages.  

The masterplanning follows on from a series of public consultation events, organised by RENEW and Stoke-on-Trent City Council's Neighbourhood Renewal Team. The consultation looked broadly at how neighbourhoods - including housing, business, roads, green space and community facilities, such as schools - can be improved, for example by building homes or businesses on derelict sites and creating better transport links. People were asked to comment on a series of options, and say which they preferred. 
They offered residents the opportunity to see how the improvement plans for their neighbourhood have been developed, and the chance to speak to regeneration experts about the vision for the future of their area. 

BRIGHTER FUTURE FOR MEIR RESIDNETS
Residents in Meir will get to see plans for the future of the area later this month.

Meir residents were consulted about plans for the regeneration of the area earlier this year, and RENEW North Staffordshire received more than 400 completed questionnaires from local people who wanted to have a say on 

what happens in their neighbourhood over the next decade and beyond.  RENEW North Staffordshire received more than 400 completed questionnaires 

Now RENEW and its regeneration partners, including the Great Places Housing Group, are hosting a presentation on September 30 to show people the improvements that will take place over the next few years during Phase 1 of the delivery plan. The plans aim to create better housing and amenities and give people more choice of places to live for rent or buy.  

A display at the Crescent Primary School will feature improvements to the Woodville Road area, and a new development of bungalows and housing in Lyme Road. It will also detail the continuation of the voluntary acquisition programme that will create other new development opportunities.  

CREATIVE REGENERATION CONTINUES IN BURSLEM

The £1.6m transformation of a Burslem street into a creative hub for Staffordshire’s artists and entrepreneurs is nearing completion.

Midland Heart, RENEW North Staffordshire’s housing partner in the Middleport and Burslem area, has driven forward the programme to turn a run-down area of Queen Street into a focal point for artistic young people looking to start out in business.

In total, 17 new properties have been created with the help of £1.2 million funding from the Housing Corporation, North Staffordshire Regeneration Zone, Advantage West Midlands and the Heritage Lottery THI (Townscape Heritage Initiative) to provide business and living space so that fledgling enterprises can set up and flourish at a low cost.

Nine units were released in the first phase, in 2006, and eight more - comprising of two ground-floor shops and six live/work units - are due to be launched later this year.

The innovative one-bedroom live/work units combine a professional work area with living space under one roof, allowing entrepreneurs to start-up in business for just £282 per month.  

This live/work regeneration project is an award-winning scheme, providing a one-stop solution to people looking to set up a business in an affordable way.

The scheme has transformed Victorian town-centre terraced properties into hi-tech units, and is the first housing association live/work development in the Stoke-on-Trent region. A photographer, graphic designers and ceramic artists operate within the first group of units and initial interest in the second phase has also been high. 

The £1.6m scheme is next to Burslem School of Art, and when completed, will be a landmark achievement in Burslem’s long association with creative industries.  

YOUNG PEOPLE TOUR REGENERATION AREAS

Teenagers have been treated to a tour of the regeneration areas of Stoke-on-Trent. 

The aim behind the tour, organised by Renew North Staffordshire’s housing association partner in the City Waterside and Shelton areas, the Beth Johnson Housing Association, was to help young people discover what regeneration actually means ‘on the ground’. The exercise gave teenagers the chance to share their views on the regeneration of the area and how the changes are affecting them.

The tour started at Etruria, taking the 13 to 19-year-olds around Hanley, through regeneration areas, including Ivy House Road.  It finished at the Wellington Street Area Community Centre. 


The youngsters were all given disposable cameras and took pictures along the way - photographs of what they liked and disliked in the area, focussing on what regeneration means to them. The photographs were then displayed in the community centre.


COALVILLE PUBLIC INQUIRY DECISION AWAITED

Regeneration partners in Stoke-on-Trent are awaiting the results of a public inquiry into the city council’s Coalville Weston Coyney Planning Compulsory Purchase Order  (CPO) 2008.

The four-day public inquiry took place early in July at Weston Coyney Village Hall. The planning inspector has now written a report on his findings, which has been submitted to the Secretary of State. 

The CPO is proposed by the city council on behalf of RENEW North Staffordshire. Under RENEW’s £55 million regeneration programme for the area, 250 homes will be demolished and replaced with 278 new homes in a completely new layout. 

Work started on the redevelopment, to be called Weston Heights, in spring last year and all but 21 of 250 homes earmarked for clearance have been voluntarily purchased.  The CPO was issued so that the five-year programme can be completed. The inquiry was held because some people objected to the order.

The aim of the regeneration programme at Coalville is to provide quality homes with a wide mix of housing types for sale, rent or shared ownership. 

COMMITMENT TO REGENERATION SET IN STONE
An eye-catching gateway into a major city centre redevelopment has been set in stone. Landscaping featuring a series of stone circles has been created to mark the entrance to the new City Waterside community.  

The work has transformed an area of cleared housing, where terraces once stood, on land off Joiners Square roundabout in Hanley. Using funding from RENEW North Staffordshire, locally sourced and recycled materials have been used to build the feature. 

The city centre is represented in the middle of the design – coloured red to represent ‘city energy’. A blue wave detail represents the waterside connection, with the stone circles paying homage to the area’s heritage.

Local residents have been consulted about the feature right from its initial design stage and several concepts were considered for the site – and one that makes the most of soft and hard landscaping, for low maintenance, was eventually chosen.  

RENEW BIDS FOR EXTRA FUNDING
RENEW North Staffordshire is currently undertaking an annual ‘refresh’ of its three-year business plan. 

As a result of changes to the housing market renewal settlement, like other pathfinders, RENEW was awarded 100% of its bid amount for the period 2008/09 during the Government’s last spending review – but only 90% of its indicative amounts for the following two years to 2011.  

The introduction of a performance-related funding element allows pathfinders that are judged to be performing particularly well to be rewarded, and those that are failing to perform or whose markets are recovered, to be penalised.  

As a result of this change to the Government’s funding strategy, pathfinders have been invited to provide an update of their 2008/11 business plans that will not only set out how they would spend a potential 10% increase, but also demonstrate the potential impact of a 10% cut in funding. 

Working with partners over the next few months, RENEW will draft its supplementary bid, which will be submitted to the Government at the end of October. A robust options appraisal process will be used to decide where any additional funding will be focussed. 

NEW ENVIRONMENTAL WARDEN MAKING A DIFFERENCE 

Beth Johnson Housing Association, RENEW’s housing association partner in the City Waterside and Shelton area of Stoke-on-Trent has an environmental warden for the Wellington Road area of the city.

Martin Ginders’ duties include patrolling the area collecting litter, reporting environmental problems, such as fly tipping and promoting environmental sustainability by emphasising the importance of recycling.

The new post has been created because of rising concerns about the build-up of litter and fly tipping in the regeneration areas of Stoke-on-Trent.

The new warden is already making a difference, with noticeable improvements and feedback from the local people has reflected greater levels of satisfaction regarding the appearance of the area.


A VISION FOR NEWCASTLE TOWN CENTRE

A multi-million pound investment programme is being put together to safeguard the future of the historic Newcastle-under-Lyme town centre.

RENEW North Staffordshire helped put the town under the spotlight earlier this year when internationally renowned architects and masterplanners gathered to work alongside Newcastle Borough Council and other partners to develop ideas for the regeneration of the town centre. 

The two-day ‘visioning’ workshop resulted in the ‘Development and Design Guide for Newcastle-under-Lyme Town Centre’, which has since been used to inform an outline strategic package of projects that aims to build the town centre’s future identity as a vibrant and thriving place to live, work and spend leisure time.  

A funding bid will be submitted to Advantage West Midlands shortly. It is hoped that the AWM investment will help attract other public and private investment.    

The investment will allow Newcastle to create a distinctive identity that complements the City Centre offer and makes more of the town’s strategic position and potential within North Staffordshire.  

Key proposals include: 

· the provision of modern business accommodation

· the refurbishment of the Grade 2 listed Lancaster Buildings

· the preparation of a transport study to explore the potential for reducing the impact of the town’s ring road

· borough council funded investment in the public realm, including upgrading the historic market

· plans to develop stronger links with Keele University in the town centre

· plans for the reuse of the former St Giles’ and St George’s building beside the Queen’s Gardens.

The regeneration team of Newcastle-under-Lyme Borough Council will manage the programme of projects, with the support of partners. 

FESTIVAL OF FUN 

Citizens made the most of the sunshine to enjoy a day of fun at the City Waterside Festival. 

Funded by RENEW North Staffordshire and its partners Stoke-on-Trent City Council and Beth Johnson Housing Association, the festival was officially opened by Stoke-on-Trent City Council Lord Mayor, Derek Capey, and the ‘Hanley Duck’. 

A highlight of the day was the ‘City Waterside’s Got Talent’ variety competition. Held at Dresden Street Community Hall, in Hanley, the competition attracted entrants from dancers and singers from across the city area. The winners were schoolmates Chanice Douglas and Sophie Bailey – the St Luke’s Primary School pupils impressed the judges, who included the Lord Mayor, with their rendition of the popular song ‘Everything we Touch’.

The festival also featured live music from the Gillie Nicholls Trio, a display by local dance troupes and an art project workshop by Glassball.

The event was designed to bring the community together and celebrate the changes taking place in the City Waterside area. Other partner agencies involved in the festival included community steering group Revive, the police and fire and rescue services and St John Ambulance.

RENEW’S POSITIVE HEATH CHECK
A mid-term evaluation of RENEW North Staffordshire’s regeneration programme has been completed.

The evaluation was carried out by SQW – a leading independent consultancy that analyses social and economic development.  SQW’s review concluded that the RENEW programme has been successful in ‘securing strategic added value’ by helping to create effective partnerships between organisations and maximising links between their activities. 

SQW’s report and findings were presented to a meeting of the North Staffordshire Regeneration Partnership’s Development Group earlier this month.

The report’s overall conclusions suggests that while RENEW faces a number of challenges moving forward, the interventions being delivered at local level have been successful to date.

The mid-term review included a ‘bottom-up’ assessment based on case studies of projects that are being delivered in neighbourhoods throughout Stoke-on-Trent, and a systems and processes ‘health-check’, looking at the efficiency and effectiveness of project appraisal and programme management and monitoring.  

An initial evaluation was carried out in January last year, which assessed RENEW’s programme from a ‘top-down’, strategic perspective. When the Audit Commission carried reviewed the 2008/11 Business Plan, it recommended that a second stage evaluation be carried out.  

A report is being prepared on the actions to be taken in response to SQW’s recommendations.  

TAKING PRIDE IN STOKE-ON-TRENT

Dozens of people turned out to Stoke-on-Trent's first official Pride event in August. 

Despite heavy rain, festival-goers enjoyed a wide range of entertainment and performances in Hillcrest Street, Hanley. Organisers of the gay, lesbian, bisexual and transgender event said they organised it to show Stoke-on-Trent is a friendly city.  

RENEW North Staffordshire sponsored the event and hosted a stand at the festival displaying information about the citywide regeneration programme.  
HAVE YOUR SAY
Please contact the RENEW North Staffordshire team on 01782 232024 if you have any comments or questions, or see www.renewnorthstaffs.gov.uk.
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