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North Staffordshire

changing places: transforming lives




PARTNERS’ BRIEFING

(Edited Edition for Street Reps)

News update from RENEW North Staffordshire

and its partners in housing market renewal

FEBRUARY 2007 - MARCH 2007

HUNDREDS ATTEND CONTRACT LOCAL EVENT

More than 500 business people attended the Contract Local event at the Britannia Stadium recently to find out how to join North Staffordshire’s regeneration.  RENEW North Staffordshire’s lead developer partners, housing association partners and contractors all exhibited at the event which was aimed at introducing them to the city region’s small and medium sized businesses.

Event organisers North Staffordshire Chamber of Commerce and Industry, RENEW North Staffordshire and the North Staffordshire Regeneration Zone were delighted with the response from local business.  Mark Meredith, elected mayor of Stoke-on-Trent, told the event: “Local businesses can benefit directly from the housing market renewal programme by becoming a supplier of goods and services.  This is your chance to win a slice of the huge amount of investment now committed to North Staffordshire.  New business for local firms will benefit the whole of Stoke-on-Trent and Newcastle by improving skills and creating new jobs.”
Hardial Bhogal, director of RENEW North Staffordshire added: “RENEW North Staffordshire is committed to using local labour and suppliers as it is vitally important that local businesses benefit from investment into the area. 

 “This event was about reaching out to the small and medium sized businesses of North Staffordshire to give them a big advantage in bidding for contracts.  Even the smallest businesses will have the chance to get work and provide employment. In this way we will keep the money invested in North Staffordshire for the benefit of the region as a whole.”

WORK BEGINS ON AREA REGENERATION FRAMEWORKS

Work has begun to prepare comprehensive plans to regenerate neighbourhoods where RENEW North Staffordshire is working.  These plans are called an area regeneration framework (ARF). They cover a larger area than the “areas of major intervention” identified by RENEW and take into account a wide range of information.  They deal with both physical change – such as new homes or businesses – and other improvements such as education, better access to jobs, training, community safety, neighbourhood management and a better environment.  The ARFs will provide the background information necessary to put together the “prospectus 3” funding bid for 2008/11.

The ARFs will cover wide areas:

· Middleport, Burslem, Etruria Valley, Burslem Park and Smallthorne

· City Centre South, Northwood, University Quarter, Birches Head

· Knutton, Cross Heath, Chesterton and Silverdale

· Meir

The ARFs will draw together existing information and analysis, including the local masterplans already developed for Knutton and Cross Heath and Meir.

When the ARFs are complete in May detailed masterplanning will begin on land that can be developed for new housing. This is likely to be cleared factory land and some housing clearance sites.

Detailed masterplans – a vision for the future of the area – will be developed together with the community and the lead developer partner where there are opportunities to build new housing in the next few years.  Information from the masterplans will then also feed into the funding bid by identifying how much public investment is needed and how much private investment will follow.

CHANCE TO CHOOSE IMPROVEMENTS

Residents of Knutton and Cross Heath are being invited to nominate an area for environmental improvements.  RENEW North Staffordshire and Aspire Housing have committed £200,000 for works during 2007 and they want to hear from local people where the money should be spent.

Projects must contribute to improving community safety, local facilities or the appearance of the area and must have the support of at least six households affected by the proposal.  A form to make nominations is available from Emma Slater at the Neighbourhood Management Pathfinder on 01782 611033. It must be submitted by 30 March.  Proposals will be considered by a group of resident representatives and local partner organisations against a set of criteria.   This is the latest round of environmental improvements in Knutton and Cross Heath following £500,000 of work successfully delivered between 2004-06.  

Previous work has included:

· new planting and fencing

· better car parking

· demolition of outbuildings and shops

· security upgrades such as CCTV, lighting, fencing and gating 

 
Successful proposals will be delivered during the current financial year.  The Project Group will respond with feedback on all proposals regardless of whether or not they are successful in obtaining funding.
MANAGING DIRECTOR TO LEAD REGENERATION AGENCY 
Big changes will be coming to RENEW North Staffordshire and to regeneration in Stoke-on-Trent, Newcastle and Staffordshire Moorlands with the creation a single new agency.  North Staffordshire Regeneration Partnership (NSRP) has been created to deliver the physical, economic and social regeneration of North Staffordshire.  A shadow executive group has been meeting for some months to plan the new organisation.  The group has now appointed Tom Macartney as managing director.  Tom joins the NSRP from urban regeneration company Sunderland arc, where he is chief executive. Mr Macartney has a national reputation within regeneration and prior to being in Sunderland was the director of the Crown Street regeneration Project in the Gorbals area of Glasgow.    His role will be to lead the NSRP and to be Stoke-on-Trent City Council’s director of regeneration. The NSRP is to be formed by bringing together the budgets and staff teams of:

· RENEW North Staffordshire 

· North Staffordshire Regeneration Zone

· Stoke-on-Trent City Council’s regeneration functions (including planning, economic regeneration, heritage, highways, housing and property services).

Mark Meredith, elected mayor of Stoke-on-Trent and chair of the shadow North Staffordshire Regeneration Partnership board, said: “We are delighted to have appointed Tom Macartney to lead the North Staffordshire Regeneration Partnership.
“Tom has a superb track record and we have every confidence in his ability to make the most of the great opportunity we now have to deliver transformational change in our communities and economy.”

The North Staffordshire Regeneration Partnership also includes the three other North Staffordshire councils, national regeneration agency English Partnerships, the Housing Corporation, the Learning and Skills Council, Stoke-on-Trent Local Strategic Partnership, Keele and Staffordshire Universities and North Staffordshire Primary Care Trust.

HAVE YOUR SAY

Please contact the RENEW North Staffordshire team on 01782 232024 if you have any comments or questions, or see www.renewnorthstaffs.gov.uk
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