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New role for community steering groups 

· Community steering groups in each of the areas of major intervention are taking on a new role following the appointment of lead developer partners.

· The groups had evolved differently in the different areas but will now work in a consistent way to help guide consultation and engagement in their neighbourhoods.

· RENEW North Staffordshire is keen to retain the expertise and enthusiasm built up by local people during their time in helping to select the lead developers, acting as patch volunteers and supporting local planning.

· The community steering groups will be the key link between the community and RENEW and its partners. 

· Their role will be to guide the community consultation and engagement process – giving them a real influence over change in their neighbourhoods.

· They will agree the communications process with the lead developers and make sure everyone in the community has the chance to take part. 

· Community steering groups are meeting or have met all the lead developers during November and December to agree next steps.

Conference discusses ethnic minority needs

· RENEW North Staffordshire’s partners gathered recently to plan a way forward to meet their housing needs of Stoke-on-Trent‘s ethnic minority communities.

· The conference on community cohesion and housing discussed national policy on community cohesion and how agencies are working together to meet the housing needs and aspirations of the city’s ethnic minority communities.

· This is particularly relevant for RENEW North Staffordshire because several of the neighbourhoods where it is working have significant ethnic minority communities.

· These include Shelton in City Centre South, Middleport and City Centre North West

· RENEW and its partners are keen to support all communities and to provide appropriate housing for their current and future needs.
· This is particularly important where clearance is taking place and when new homes are being built. It means RENEW must be sensitive to the particular needs of ethnic minority communities as well as other communities.
· As a result of the day broad agreement was reached on the way forward to deliver services in an appropriate way, to ensure communication and consultation is sensitively handled and to do further research into the right sort of new housing to provide. 

· This in turn will feed into the “prospectus 3” funding bid for 2008-11.

Top European architects to design city homes

· A prominent site in City Waterside, in the City Centre South area, has been selected for a high-profile European architecture competition.

· The land off Lichfield Street - a former housing clearance area - is one of three English entries into the “Europan 9” contest for architects aged under 40. It means some of the best young architects in Europe will be designing innovative and cutting-edge housing for a major gateway to City Waterside and the City Centre South area.

· Stoke-on-Trent elected mayor Mark Meredith and RENEW North Staffordshire director Hardial Bhogal recently attended the first stage of the competition process in Berlin. 

· The competition closing date is June 2007 and the results will be announced in January 2008.

Northwood community survey

· A major household survey is currently taking place in the City Centre East (Northwood) area. 

· The aim of the survey is to get the views of local residents and traders on the strengths and weaknesses of the area. 

· The results will be used to help guide the process of planning for regeneration which gets under way early next year. 

· The survey has been designed by the Northwood Community Steering Group in consultation with RENEW North Staffordshire and Stoke-on-Trent City Council.

· Survey forms have been sent to all residential and business addresses in Northwood and so far around 300 completed forms have been returned. 

· A team of city council staff will now be calling at addresses throughout the area to try to get a maximum response before Christmas.

· Planning consultants are expected to start work in the New Year and will produce proposals for public consultation during 2007. 

· The survey results will give them an initial view of what local people think of the area and their priorities for improvements.

Computer model helps residents plan future

· Residents of 240 homes in the Seymour Street area of City Centre South are planning improvements to their neighbourhood using an innovative computer package.

· Following surveys that found the houses were mostly in good condition, consultation has begun on how to improve the wider neighbourhood and environment..

· Consultants Community BASE are now working on two linked plans for the area. 

· The first is a neighbourhood improvement plan for the whole Wellington Street area – identifying what improvements are needed. 

· Then in the Seymour Street area a detailed plan will be developed. Residents have been set a budget of around £1.5 million to work with in improving the area, using the ideas that emerge from the community surveys.

· The computer model shows how those changes would look if they were implemented. This will help residents and partners in the programme decide their priorities.

· The model also takes into account the costs of the proposed work. This means the proposals will be realistic and that trade-offs can be made between priorities.

· The aim is to produce a costed plan by the spring. The process will then be analysed to see if it can be used in other areas too.

For further information

· Please contact RENEW North Staffordshire team on 01782 232024 or see www.renewnorthstaffs.gov.uk.
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