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A year of achievements

RENEW North Staffordshire has highlighted the achievements of the past year in its annual report 2005/06. By working in partnership with communities, public agencies and private businesses RENEW has begun to make a real difference. Among the achievements are: 

· 1,408 homes refurbished

· start on site of City Waterside, a new neighbourhood of 1,600 homes in City Centre South
· 62 properties cleared 

· 146 properties acquired for clearance

· £19.3 million invested directly by RENEW North Staffordshire

· £80 million of complementary investment in the pathfinder area (£25 million public and £55 million private funding)
Copies of the annual report are available from the RENEW communications team on 01782 232024 or email renew@civic1.stoke.gov.uk.

Hundreds attend open day in Knutton and Cross Heath
· The refreshed masterplan for Knutton and Cross Heath was unveiled to residents at an open day on September 15

· A total of 236 households attended the events which outlined how the plan would be delivered over the coming four years.

· The plans include new homes for sale and for rent, new “Extra Care” homes for older people, support for owners to renovate older homes and modernisation of Aspire homes.

· 166 properties in seven streets are to be cleared between 2007 and 2009. Residents will be offered full support. Tenants will be offered homes that meet their housing needs and aspirations. 

· 178 fewer properties are proposed for clearance. Clearance will be more targeted and on a smaller scale instead.

· The plans will be delivered in partnership with national regeneration agency English Partnerships, Newcastle Borough Council, Aspire Housing, Great Places Housing Group, Newcastle Primary Care Trust and Staffordshire County Council. 

Renovation and clearance in City Centre South
· Stoke-on-Trent Cit y Council has taken provisional decisions over the future of two areas in City Centre South, following detailed surveys and community consultation. 

· 140 homes in the Chatham Street area of Shelton were recommended for renovation after it was found just 15 per cent failed to meet minimum standards.

· 170 properties in the Dresden Street area (part of the Wellington Street area of Hanley) were recommended for clearance. Here 61 per cent of homes failed to meet minimum standards, while 58 per cent of residents who responded to a written questionnaire supported clearance.

· A two week period now follows where the decisions can be called in for further scrutiny by councillors. 

· If the decisions are confirmed an information day will be held for the Dresden Street area on October 12 and for Chatham Street area residents on October 18.

On tour with would-be lead developers

· Residents and officers from RENEW and its partners have been inspecting housing developments built by the companies who are bidding for lead developer status.

· Coach trips have taken groups of up to a dozen residents to Manchester, Liverpool, Bristol, London and towns closer to home like Leek, Macclesfield and Congleton. 

· The house builders who are bidding for lead developer status in City Centre South, Middleport, Meir and Knutton and Cross Heath have used the visits as an opportunity to demonstrate their skills.

· A panel made up of RENEW, residents and partners will make a final recommendation for each area in mid October. 

New system to provide big picture & detailed plan

· RENEW North Staffordshire is introducing a new system for masterplanning in all the areas of major intervention.

· In future the “big picture” for the whole area of major intervention will be called an “area regeneration framework”. 

· This will set out a broad plan for physical change, community facilities, neighbourhood management, training and access to jobs and learning.

· Where major development opportunities exist a local area masterplan will be developed jointly with the appointed lead developer. 

· This will be a detailed plan for housing, layouts, open space, community facilities and improvements to older housing.

· This new process will ensure there is a consistent approach in all areas.

· It will build on the work already done in City Centre South, Middleport, Meir and Knutton and Cross Heath.

· The detailed work with communities will be carried out only when there are realistic and deliverable opportunities to build new homes and renovate older homes within a four year timescale.

· It will also ensure that investment takes place in a way that bring benefit to the neighbourhood as a whole.
For further information

· Please contact RENEW North Staffordshire team on 01782 232024 or see www.renewnorthstaffs.gov.uk.
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