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North Staffordshire

changing places: transforming lives



MONTHLY BRIEFING

FOR PATCH VOLUNTEERS AND STREET REPS

APRIL 2006

Scheme update funding

· The Government has announced £67.5m housing market renewal funding for 2006-08 – more than was expected. 

· RENEW North Staffordshire and its partners are delighted with the settlement. It is a tribute to the quality of the bid, cross-party political support and the commitment of public and private sector partners.

· Details of exactly what will happen where have not yet been decided. They will be considered by RENEW’s executive committee and a future board meeting. However, across the pathfinder area the money will be used to:

· improve around 6,000 homes

· build around 2,000 new homes

· clear around 700 properties

· acquire around 900 properties in readiness for clearance.

Developers ready to visit North Staffordshire

· Around 70 developers, financiers and support agencies have expressed an interest in looking around City Waterside in City Centre South following a major international property fair in France.

· RENEW was one of the 21,415 participants from 74 countries to attend the annual MIPIM (Marche International des Professionnels d’Immobilier) fair together with the city council and inward investment agency InStaffs.  They showed off plans for the City Waterside.
Professional services firms appointed

· Forty-two professional services businesses have been appointed by RENEW North Staffordshire to a panel of suppliers. Two-thirds of them are from North Staffordshire and all of them have promised to help create skilled local jobs as part of any future contracts.

· All four “suppliers panels” for RENEW – covering housebuilders, housing associations, contractors and professional services – have now been appointed.

Lead developer selection panels set up

· Lead developer selection panels are being set up in each of the four areas of major intervention (AMIs). Local residents on the panels are drawn from the people who have become involved and interested in the housing market renewal agenda. 

· Residents sitting on the panels will get training over the coming months so they are ready to play a major part in the selection of lead developers for each of the AMIs in the summer.
· There will be just one lead developer for each area.
Home Options team launch

· The new Home Options team  - who will offer advice and support to people whose homes are recommended for clearance - will be launched to RENEW North Staffordshire’s partners and stakeholders on April 24.

· Home Options will guide residents through the range of support on offer, according to people’s personal circumstances.

Community arts project unveiling

·  The Lord Mayor of Stoke-on-Trent is officially unveiling the Eagle Street mural on April 25.

· The 8ft x 4ft mural has been painted on construction site boards surrounding the former Eagle Pottery site, off Commercial Road in Hanley. 

· It was created by local residents and schoolchildren, assisted by community artists, to brighten up the hoardings. 

· The site is being developed by Redrow.

· The £3,500 project has been funded by RENEW North Staffordshire and Redrow.

· The local media will be invited to attend the unveiling.

For further information

· Please contact RENEW North Staffordshire team on 01782 232024 or see www.renewnorthstaffs.gov.uk.
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