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MONTHLY BRIEFING

FOR PATCH VOLUNTEERS AND STREET REPS

AUGUST 2006

Lead developer partner bidders submit proposals

· The selection process for lead developers in City Centre South, Middleport, Meir and Knutton Cross Heath will be nearly completed this month.

· Residents have now given their views on which of the companies are the best for their area.   For Knutton and Cross Heath a panel of 18 residents have been working together over the last few months to help put a community aspect on the decision.  The companies being assessed are Bellway Homes, David Wilson Homes and Gleeson.
· A panel made up of all the partner agencies and resident representatives is considering all the submissions this month and a recommendation is then expected to go to the RENEW board in late September.

· An announcement of the preferred partner for each area will be made after the board meeting.

· Appointment of the lead developer partner will mean detailed masterplanning can then begin with local communities in City Centre South and Middleport, building on consultation already done.

New community steering groups to start work

· A new community steering group has been set up in Meir and two more community steering groups are being set up in City Centre South and Middleport.
· The purpose of the groups is to keep communities informed and involved and to provide a consistent mechanism for RENEW and other organisations to engage with local people. 

· The groups will ensure the interests of the community are taken into account when proposals for intervention are developed and presented to local people. 

· The groups will also help with communications across neighbourhoods, particularly hard to reach groups, by using existing community networks. 

· Community engagement consultant Peter Bevington, who has been working with the community steering group in Northwood since the beginning of the year, is helping with the setting up of the groups in the other AMIs.
£16m to provide replacement homes

· RENEW North Staffordshire is to invest £16m to buy and renovate properties to make available to people who have to move because of clearance.

· An estimated 162 properties will be acquired over 2006/08 close to potential clearance areas in areas including City Centre South, Middleport and Knutton and Cross Heath.

· The properties will be bought in “sustainable” streets – where no clearance is expected - but close to areas of demolition so people can stay close to friends and family.

· RENEW’s partner housing associations will buy the properties on the open market, renovate them and offer them to people who are affected by clearance.

· They will be available for sale, shared ownership, home swaps and for rent through a housing association.

· It will mean a wider choice and larger number of replacement homes is available, in addition to new homes already under construction.

· The programme will also help build confidence in neighbourhoods by renovating properties that are in poor condition. 
· Aspire Housing is RENEW ‘s partner for this scheme in Knutton and Cross Heath
Partners join forces in Knutton and Cross Heath

· Nine partners in Knutton and Cross Heath have formally pledged to work together to regenerate the neighbourhood.

· They have each signed a collaboration agreement that commits them to contributing to comprehensive regeneration in the neighbourhood.

· The agreement is a public pledge by all organisations to support the regeneration of Knutton Cross Heath for the benefit of the local community. 

· The nine partners are RENEW North Staffordshire, Newcastle-under-Lyme Borough Council, Staffordshire County Council, English Partnerships, Housing Corporation, Aspire Housing, Great Places Housing Group, Newcastle-under-Lyme Primary Care Trust and the North Staffordshire Regeneration Zone.

Meir extra care tender

· An innovative development of older people’s housing in Meir has moved a step closer with adverts placed to find an operator for the centre.

· Organisations to provide care, housing management and support are being invited to register their interest.

· The Meir extra care centre is an important part of the masterplan for the neighbourhood. 

· It will provide one and two bedroom flats and the care and facilities that allow older people to live independently for longer. Shared facilities will include a restaurant, gym, therapy suite and hairdressing salon.
· Interested organisations will be shortlisted by October 2006 and final stage interviews will be held in December 2006, with a view to awarding the contract in January 2007.

Colins & Aikman Site
· A Planning Application from English Partnerships is expected to be submitted to Newcastle Borough Council within the next month.  If the application is successful, the construction of the extra care housing scheme could begin in Spring 2007.

For further information

· Please contact RENEW North Staffordshire team on 01782 232024 or see www.renewnorthstaffs.gov.uk.
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