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North Staffordshire

changing places: transforming lives



MONTHLY BRIEFING

FOR PATCH VOLUNTEERS AND STREET REPS

MARCH 2006

Welcome!

· A network of patch volunteers (in Stoke-on-Trent) and street reps (in Newcastle) has been set up the four areas of major intervention – City Centre South, Middleport, Meir and Knutton Cross Heath. Thank you for joining up and helping keep your community (and RENEW) in the know! Your contribution is much appreciated.
· This is the first monthly update for you, we hope you find it useful.
Scheme update funding

· An announcement on funding for 2006-08 is expected this month.

· A newsletter to all residents will follow to give full details.

Masterplan progress

· Hundreds of people attended recent open days in Middleport and City Centre South to look in detail at the future of their neighbourhoods. Hundreds of questionnaires have also been returned and are now being analysed. Full masterplanning will follow in these areas.

· In Knutton Cross Heath proposals in the masterplan are being taken forward by Newcastle Borough Council to form a draft area action plan. 

· In Meir Stoke-on-Trent City Council expects to consult on the draft area action plan in the summer.

Surveys

· Neighbourhood renewal assessments (detailed surveys of housing conditions and residents’ views) are ongoing in Middleport and City Centre South.

New houses

· City Waterside – a major development of new homes and converted old buildings in City Centre South – has been launched to developers, partners and the community. Work will begin shortly on the first scheme – 137 of Redrow’s Debut range of starter homes on the former Eagle Pottery. See www.stokecitywaterside.co.uk for more information.
· New homes under construction at the Sadlers Park development in Burslem will include affordable homes for rent through Touchstone Housing Association and for discounted sale.
· Eight housebuilders and eight housing associations have been chosen by RENEW North Staffordshire to provide new homes. A selection process is now taking place to decide which developers will work in which areas. This will take until the end of the year. Local people will be involved in the choice for their area.
Pledge to rebuild canal

· Partners have pledged to support restoration of the Burslem branch of the Trent and Mersey Canal. Around 500 new homes could be built overlooking the canal. The idea will now be built into local plans.

Home Options team in place

· A team of people to advise residents on relocation has been recruited. Called Home Options they will help people get the financial help available and provide practical support to people affected by clearance.

Community clean-up 

· The first of four clean up events in Meir will be held on Saturday, March 25, from 8am, followed by a celebration fun day at Longton High School from 12 noon to 3pm. Flyers are going to residents beforehand

For further information

· Please contact RENEW North Staffordshire team on 01782 232024 or see www.renewnorthstaffs.gov.uk.
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