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North Staffordshire

changing places: transforming lives



MONTHLY BRIEFING

FOR PATCH VOLUNTEERS AND STREET REPS

MAY 2006

Home Options team launched

· Home Options will guide residents through their choices if their house or flats is recommended for clearance.

· The team – provided by Staffordshire Housing Association and Beth Johnson Housing Association – was introduced to partners recently.

· Home Options is for people who own their home and for private tenants who want to buy a home – and it is in addition to existing services.

· Home Options will attend open days held after clearance decisions are made and will visit residents at home to offer advice and support.

New loan system introduced

· A new system of helping people to improve older properties by using loans has begun to be introduced.

· Property owners who cannot get high street loans will be able to pay for structural work and certain internal work using a range of interest-free loans.

· People who are working are helped to access high street loans.

· The system is being introduced first in the General Renewal Areas – Burslem Park, Chesterton, Birches Head and Normacot and will be later extended to the areas of major intervention

· Already the system has generated inquiries for work valued at £2.2 million and 97 cases have been processed so far. 

Great Places in Knutton Cross Heath

· Great Places Housing Group – formerly known as Manchester Methodist Housing Group – has been appointed to work in Knutton Cross Heath area in partnership with Aspire Housing.

· William Sutton Housing Association has previously been appointed as lead housing association for the suburban estates in Stoke-on-Trent, while Beth Johnson is leading in City Centre South and Touchstone in Middleport. 

Lead developer selection panels begin training

· Residents on the lead developer selection panels have begun training.

· Groups of between 12 and 20 residents have been set up in each of the four areas of major intervention (AMI).

· They will meet once a month in each AMI until the selection takes place in the autumn. 
· This process will help ensure a good relationship between the lead developer and the community.
Chamber of Commerce to support businesses in regeneration

· North Staffordshire Chamber of Commerce and Industry is encourage national companies who plan to invest in the region to use local suppliers.

· Many local firms have been appointed to RENEW North Staffordshire’s supplier panels but there will also be opportunities to bid for work in other ways – for instance direct from housebuilders.

· This way a full local supply chain can be provided to the national companies who will be investing in North Staffordshire over the coming decade. 

For further information

· Please contact RENEW North Staffordshire team on 01782 232024 or see www.renewnorthstaffs.gov.uk.
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