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changing places: transforming lives




PARTNERS’ BRIEFING

News update from RENEW North Staffordshire

and its partners in housing market renewal

MARCH 2008

WELCOME FOR £114M FUNDING FOR 2008-11

RENEW North Staffordshire has welcomed the £114 million government funding announced recently for 2008-11.

The figure is a strong endorsement of RENEW’s work from the Communities and Local Government Department.

It is expected to be complemented by more than £600 million investment from private and public sector partners. 

The award followed a very positive report from the Audit Commission, which concluded that RENEW North Staffordshire was performing well overall and that the area has a strong continued need for investment.

RENEW has recalculated the figures submitted in the business plan because of the change in available finance and to take account of some changes in the complementary investment expected from partners.

The delivery plan targets are now:

· refurbishment of 3,800 older houses 

· building of 772 new homes

· clearance of 1,181 houses

· acquisition of 993 houses.

RENEW North Staffordshire will work through the North Staffordshire Regeneration Partnership to ensure that new and improved housing is complemented by business, community and environmental improvements. 

RENEW will spend more than 80 per cent of its funding in the ‘urban core’ of Stoke-on-Trent. This area has both the worst problems and the most opportunities to help transform the wide housing market, economy and image of North Staffordshire.

Urban core neighbourhoods include Burslem, Middleport, Cobridge, Shelton, City Waterside, Hanley, Northwood, Etruria and Stoke town. 

RENEW will also continue to support regeneration in Knutton and Cross Heath, Meir, Coalville and the social housing estates of Stoke-on-Trent, Galleys Bank, Fegg Hayes and Biddulph East.

CANALSIDE HOMES TO SET HIGH STANDARDS 

An innovative development of canalside terraced houses and apartments is to be built in City Waterside, following a competition held by national regeneration agency English Partnerships.

Lovell has been appointed to build the new homes on around one hectare of land between the Caldon Canal and Hanley Park.

Developers were asked to come up with proposals that would meet the high standards required for City Waterside, where around 2,400 new homes are planned over the coming 10-15 years.

The contemporary design of the £11m Lovell scheme will create a community of modern terraced houses and apartments, with the apartment buildings forming landmarks at the corners of the development. 

The design also includes a strong frontage to the canal and Hanley Park, large south-facing balconies and modern materials such as cedar boarding and brightly coloured render. Car parking is screened in courtyards behind the new homes.

English Partnerships bought the site, a former electricity sub station, after supporting RENEW and other partners with the City Waterside masterplan.

The site already has outline planning permission and Lovell has applied for full planning permission from Stoke-on-Trent City Council.

The Lovell scheme is for 91 homes, which will be a mix of housing types and sizes. Of these 15 per cent will be affordable homes, with a mix of rent through a housing association, shared ownership and low cost sale.

Lovell is using Fusion Building Systems' light steel frame technology to build the new homes. The Fusion system allows faster construction times than traditional construction methods and will ensure high levels of thermal efficiency for the new homes.
Work is expected to begin in late spring this year, with the first homes ready for occupation in summer 2009. The development will be completed by summer 2010.

COMMUNITY CONSULTATION EXTENDED IN MEIR

A series of consultation workshops and events is to be held in Meir over the coming months. It follows an information event last December when potential options for regeneration of the estate were put to residents at an open day. Residents were also able to see the plans at venues around the estate. 

The December consultation did not produce a clear view from the community on a preferred option. In addition, the number of responses from local people was not as high as RENEW and its partners wanted.

Now a series of workshops will be held with local people and RENEW’s partners working on the estate. Partners include Stoke-on-Trent City Council’s Neighbourhood Renewal Team and neighbourhood management service, Great Places Housing Group and developer Barratt Urban Regeneration.

An architects’ firm will also be used to help residents visualise the options and how they will change the area.  The workshops will consider the options previously suggested for Meir, alongside some further new options.

In this way RENEW hopes to arrive at a broad consensus on a preferred option in the summer.
COUNCIL HAS DESIGNS ON KNUTTON AND CROSS HEATH

Newcastle Borough Council has produced a draft Supplementary Planning Document (SPD) for the Knutton and Cross Heath area. 

The document will provide planning guidance for key housing sites in Knutton and Cross Heath, which will be developed under the Renew Housing Market Renewal (HMR) programme. 

The SDP will offer specific guidance for planning applications, ensuring that design quality is good. 

Its overall aim is to bring improvements to quality of life in Knutton and Cross Heath. Developers will have to comply with the guidance set out in the SPD when making proposals for new housing developments.

The draft SPD will be introduced in parallel phases with the HMR programme. The first phase of the draft sets out a vision for the Lower Mile House Lane Estate and the former industrial sites between the Wammy and Morrison's store. 

A Sustainability Appraisal has been carried out to ensure that the SPD will not have significant, undesirable, environmental effects in the plan area. 

The Knutton and Cross Heath Design SPD was subject to a six-week public consultation period during February and March. 

RESIDENTS LEARN ABOUT RELOCATION OPTIONS

Residents in the Ludlow Street area of Hanley were able to meet with staff from RENEW and its partners recently, following the decision to recommend some streets in the area for clearance.

Stoke-on-Trent City Council recently approved a “notice of intention to declare a clearance area” for 109 properties in the area. The remaining 133 properties are to be retained and improved. 

Residents were able to find out about their options and management of the area during the clearance and renovation process at an information day held following the decision. Staff from RENEW, the city council, Beth Johnson Housing Association and the Home Options team were among those who were offering advice.

Owner-occupiers are offered a range of support to help find a new home, including interest-free equity loans and shared ownership deals. People who rent are also offered support to find a new home through Beth Johnson.

A contract for refurbishment work on the retained properties is likely to be let later this year and will provide improvements similar to those currently underway in the nearby Seymour Street area.

The Ludlow Street area is the last of five areas of around 900 homes in the Wellington Road area to have undergone Neighbourhood Renewal Assessments – the detailed surveys of housing and social conditions used to decide whether to retain or clear properties.

They surveys have supported retention and renovation in most streets.  areas to be cleared will be redeveloped as an extension to City Waterside.

As plans for development in other neighbourhoods are brought forward, new sections of the draft SPD setting out key planning considerations for each area will be written. Later sections will have separate consultation procedures before they are adopted.
ENVIRONMENTAL IMPROVEMENTS PAY HOMAGE TO CHESTERTON’S ROMAN HISTORY 

Local schoolchildren went back in time to help celebrate the future with residents in Newcastle-under-Lyme. 

A £75,000 regeneration project has given a facelift to areas around the main ‘gateway’ into Chesterton, and pupils from four local schools dressed-up in Roman costumes to celebrate completion of the work.

Funded by RENEW North Staffordshire and its housing association partner in Newcastle-under-Lyme, Staffordshire Housing Association, the scheme has included environmental improvements at three main sites in the London Road area.

Regeneration work led by RENEW North Staffordshire has seen homes in Chesterton benefit from new doors, windows, boundary walls and other improvements. The environmental works will further boost the housing market in the area. 

New railings, a resurfaced pathway and a feature step, along with upgraded disability access, have improved the pedestrian entrance to the Memorial Park.  And Roman-inspired pieces of environmental art feature in improvements at Wetherby Close and the London Road roundabout, near Chesterton High School, in homage to the area’s rich Roman history.

At the entrance to Wetherby Close, the centre piece to an area of block paving has been given a Roman coin effect, while paving on the London Road roundabout has been laid in the shape of a sundial, with Roman lettering.  

The package of improvements was designed in consultation with local residents. The art features were co-ordinated and constructed by Project Management, as part of an ongoing employment programme that aims to provide work opportunities for young people in the area.  

The Chesterton area was excavated between 1969 and 1971, and archaeologists found remains of a Roman fort, which may have been occupied during the Flavian period - late 1st to early 2nd century AD.

HOUSING ASSOCIATIONS APPOINTED TO NEW AREAS

Housing association partners have been appointed by RENEW to support its work in two neighbourhood areas and to help with local masterplanning.

Moorlands Housing, a member of Harvest Housing Group, is to work in the Northwood area, while Staffordshire Housing is to work in the Stoke area.

Northwood and Stoke are “phase two” areas for RENEW where community engagement and masterplanning was planned to begin from 2008.

In Northwood much work has already been done to support the local community because of the poor ground conditions in this area, whereas in Stoke community engagement has not yet begun.

The housing associations will now work with RENEW to support development of masterplans for each area.

The masterplans will help to direct investment by RENEW and its partners in future years. It will also ensure a good understanding among the local community of the issues in their neighbourhoods.  The housing associations will also work with RENEW to identify opportunities for new development and to provide replacement and affordable housing where needed.
HAVE YOUR SAY

Please contact the RENEW North Staffordshire team on 01782 232024 if you have any comments or questions, or see www.renewnorthstaffs.gov.uk.
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