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North Staffordshire

changing places: transforming lives




PARTNERS’ BRIEFING

News update from RENEW North Staffordshire

and its partners in housing market renewal

DECEMBER 2007

MINISTER TOURS RENEWED NEIGHBOURHOOD 

A Government minister was greeted with a song from schoolchildren when he visited Stoke-on-Trent recently.

Iain Wright, Parliamentary Under Secretary of State at the Communities and Local Government Department, toured the city to see for himself how neighbourhoods are being transformed by RENEW North Staffordshire and its partners. 

During the visit, earlier this month, he met residents, staff, council members and pupils of the recently opened Waterside Primary School. 

RENEW North Staffordshire is leading work with partners  - Stoke-on-Trent City Council, the Housing Corporation, the North Staffordshire Regeneration Zone, British Waterways and national regeneration agency, English Partnerships - in City Waterside, a regeneration project that will provide up to 2,400 new homes alongside revitalised Victorian terrace communities.

Stoke-on-Trent City Council provided the £5 million primary school, which replaced a dilapidated old building. The school is attended by children from both the new and old housing in City Waterside and boasts an array of eco-friendly features and high quality design, including award-winning gates created by an artist and the pupils.

The new school was the focus of the ministerial visit because it is an example of how RENEW is working with partners to provide high quality community facilities alongside new homes and the renovation of older properties. 

Mr Wright also saw other examples of RENEW’s work, including new homes at City Waterside, a new community hall and homes currently being renovated. The Bridgewater Pottery, which is proposed for conversion by Urban Splash, and land where new homes are being designed through the Europan 9 architecture competition were also on the minster’s itinerary. . 

Ernie Clarke, chairman of Coalville Residents' Association, and Heather Evans, who now lives in Bradwell in Newcastle under Lyme after being rehoused from the Lower Milehouse area of Knutton and Cross Heath, took the opportunity to speak to Mr Wright about their experiences. 

MAKING MEIR A BETTER PLACE TO LIVE

More than 100 Meir residents took time out earlier this month to get involved in the development of plans that will help make their neighbourhood a better place to live.

People from around 64 households in the area attended a consultation event, at Crescent Primary School, to give their views on improvement plans for the area.   

The open day - and a series of smaller events at different venues throughout the area - was hosted by RENEW North Staffordshire and its partners David Wilson Homes, Great Places Housing Association and Stoke-on-Trent City Council. 

Residents took the opportunity to give their opinions on a range of options that have been put forward to redevelop the area. They were also able to examine the results of research that has taken place in Meir over the past few months and view the refreshed masterplan for the area. 

A masterplan to turn Meir into a thriving, attractive and popular place to live was supported by more than 80 per cent of residents in 2005. Since then, RENEW has been working with partners to develop and refine the masterplan.  

At the open event, residents completed a questionnaire and the information gathered will be used to develop the masterplan going forward.

ECONOMIST TAKES AN INTEREST IN HOUSING SCHEME

Economist Kate Barker - whose report on housing supply has greatly influenced Government policy - visited the Weston Heights regeneration project at Weston Coyney, Stoke-on-Trent, last month.

Weston Heights is the first scheme to be commissioned by RENEW North Staffordshire through its developer panel. The development will create homes for sale, shared ownership and rent, both for new and existing residents.  

The Compendium Group, the development company formed by housing regeneration specialists Lovell and the Riverside Group, is building 283 new homes and refurbishing existing properties at the former National Coal Board site via a £55 million regeneration programme. 

RENEW is investing £11 million to fund clearance and relocation, while Compendium is investing £44 million in development and infrastructure.


The development will include a new public open space with recreational facilities. Alongside the physical work, Compendium is also investing in community projects and supporting various other local community regeneration initiatives.


During her visit, Kate Barker  - a member of the Bank of England’s Monetary Policy Committee, which is responsible for setting interest rates - met Pam and Bill Butcher, the first residents to move into new homes being built as part of the major regeneration programme. She also made presentations to local construction trainees recruited to work on the scheme. 

RESIDENTS URGED TO SIGN UP FOR SECURITY SCHEME 

Residents in selected regeneration areas are being urged to apply for the second phase of a £908,000 fund for security improvements in Stoke-on-Trent.

The security improvements are paid for by RENEW North Staffordshire and are being made in partnership with Staffordshire Police, Stoke-on-Trent City Council and Beth Johnson Housing Association.

The programme, to keep out burglars and stop anti-social behaviour, has been well received by communities in City Centre South, Middleport and Burslem. So far, 300 properties in selected streets in these areas have been improved with work such as new window locks, new doors, and new windows. 

Alley gates are also being installed to stop anti-social behaviour and crime.  

Now a second phase of security work to a further 150 homes is underway. Many property owners and landlords in this second phase have already signed up for the free improvements, but money is still available to improve further properties.

Private landlords must be members of the North Staffordshire Landlord Accreditation Scheme to benefit.

Property owners who are eligible for the work have been sent a letter or received a personal visit from a RENEW North Staffordshire housing officer. 

Caretaker SUPPORTS COMMUNITY DURING CLEARANCE
A new caretaker has been appointed to support a community where clearance is taking place under the RENEW North Staffordshire programme. 

Paul Jolley was introduced to residents in Lower Milehouse at a clean up day organised by Aspire Housing and Newcastle Borough Council’s Street Scene service recently.

A clearance programme in the Lower Milehouse area has led to issues such as fly-tipping, vandalism and overgrown gardens at empty properties. Although the area is cleaned regularly, the problems have continued. 

Paul is helping residents who have not yet moved out and residents whose homes are not being cleared, to keep their neighbourhood clean and tidy.

He has been taken on by Aspire Housing, RENEW’s partner housing association in the Knutton, Cross Heath and Lower Milehouse area, using RENEW funding.

Working with local residents, his priority is to respond to their concerns quickly. His duties include disposing of rubbish, cutting hedges, removing graffiti and the general maintenance of the empty houses.  

HAVE YOUR SAY

Please contact the RENEW North Staffordshire team on 01782 232024 if you have any comments or questions, or see www.renewnorthstaffs.gov.uk.
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